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The Development of Stone Graves in the Tsugaru Strait region from the
Late Middle to Mid-Late Jomon Period

Kouhei TAKAYA

From the late Middle to mid-Late Jomon period, numerous graves with stones arranged inside or directly
on which (stone graves) distribute in the Tsugaru Strait region (southern Oshima Peninsula - northern Akita
and Iwate Prefectures). While there is a long research history on the Jomon stone graves, the positioning of
Jomon stone coffin burials and Jomon Circular Stone Burials in the region remains unclear, as their structural
classification, temporal frequency, and regional characteristics have not been analyzed quantitatively yet. In
this situation, this paper attempts to solve the problem by analyzing the structural classification, long-axis ori-
entation of stone graves as well as the artifacts found in the graves. The analysis reveals that the distribution
of stone graves changed by period and by regions. In terms of number, a significant increase in the early Late
Jomon, then decrease in the mid-Late Jomon was observed. More stone graves were found in the sites with
large-scale stone monument than those without them. Long-axis orientation of the stone graves, particularly
for the stone coffin burials, tend to be align in the late Middle to the initial Late Jomon, while the pattern
breaks down during early Late Jomon period. The proportion of stone graves with artifacts increases from
the early Late Jomon. Clay or stone objects are more frequently found in the early Late Jomon, whereas ac-
cessories are more common in southern part of the Oshima Peninsula in the mid-Late Jomon. In addition, the
result shows that the Circular Stone Burials can be classified into two types based on the size of circular-lined
stones compared to the pits, the stone coffin burials emerged around Mt. Iwaki, evolving from pit burials with
wood frames, stone graves as well as clay or stone objects played a crucial role in burial ritual centered on
Jomon stone circles or large-scale stone monuments. The result also pointed out that organizations capable
of constructing large-scale structures had already existed in the Tsugaru Strait region, and burial rituals
centered on Jomon stone circles or large-scale stone monuments possibly have been established prior to the
appearance of Jomon stone circles. Based on the above, it is suggested that the stone graves and Jomon stone
circles in the Tsugaru Strait region evolved based on local elements from the late Middle to mid-Late Jomon
period, indicating the social changes in the time and space would have been a gradual evolution rooted in the
local traditions.



