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Changes in Distribution of Pottery Types
from the Final Jomon Period in Southern Tohoku

Tatsuya KOKUBO

Previous studies have suggested that Ohora (Kif) type and Toya (BJZ) type pottery groups existed
during the Final Jomon period in southern Tohoku, however, the distribution areas for each group remained
ambiguous due to the limitation of data. To resolve this issue, this paper re-examined the pottery typology
from the Final Jomon in southern Tohoku. I subdivided Final Jomon potteries from Kaetsu ( Vi), Aizu (&&),
and Naka-dori (F3# 1)) / Hama-dori (#£1# 1) ) into three phases respectively based on the material sets or the
materials with a precise stratigraphic information, then presented the vessel types, the decoration pattern,
and the pattern-band (3C#£77) for each phase. By combining these three elements, I re-defined 4 pottery types:
Toya-1, Toya-2, unnamed type, and Tokushu-Kojimon (4% L7 3) pottery groups. Subsequently, I examined
the distribution of these pottery types and compared with potteries from neighboring Yamagata and Miyagi
Prefecture. The result shows that Ohora type is almost absent in Southern Tohoku, instead, Toya-1 and -2 dis-
tributed in Kaetsu and Aizu areas. On the other hand, Tokushu-Kojimon pottery groups, spread from south-
ern Yamagata to Miyagi Prefectures, covering Hamadori and Nakadori areas, thus it is suggested that the
border between Toya type and Tokushu-Kojimon pottery groups would have been in the east of Inawashiro
lake. In addition, the dynamics of pottery-type spheres indicates that the establishment of Tokushu-Kojimon
pottery groups led to restructure those spheres significantly during the period parallel to Ohora A, type.
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