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A Study of Lelang Flat-Bottomed Jars:
Reconstructing Typology, Manufacturing Techniques, and Chronology

Jung Jae-Hyun

Research on Lelang pottery has developed into a systematic framework since the 1980s, primarily through
analyses of ceramics excavated from earthen fortresses, focusing on clay composition, vessel morphology, and
manufacturing techniques. FB] (Flat-bottomed jars), however—most of which come from burial contexts—
have received comparatively little focused examination. As a result, specific aspects such as their typology
and manufacturing methods have remained insufficiently defined, and inconsistent classificatory criteria have
hindered discussion of their chronological development. This study addresses these issues through a com-
prehensive reassessment of Lelang FBJ, centered on typology, manufacturing techniques, and chronology.

The dataset includes recently published burial materials as well as previously unexamined sources, in-
cluding North Korean reports and items registered in the National Museum of Korea's E-Museum. In the
typological analysis, measurable attributes were used to clarify distinctions between vessel types and forms,
while direct inspection allowed for detailed identification of type-specific manufacturing traits. Chronological
placement was refined by examining associated finds—such as bronze mirrors—along with inscribed-date
materials and burial types, enabling the reconstruction of the sequences for SN (short-necked) and LN (long-
necked)-FB]J.

The analysis identifies both standardized manufacturing practices shared across Lelang FBJ and finer
distinctions observable in specific forms. Chronologically, SN-FB] appear in the late first century BCE with
multiple sub-types of Type I already present. Type II emerges in the early first century CE and becomes
predominant by the second to third centuries, accompanied by an overall rise in vessel height and diversifi-
cation of forms. LN-FB] also originate in the late first century BCE but in smaller quantities; their production
expands rapidly in the first century CE, with Type I predominating until Type II becomes dominant around
the second century.

In sum, both SN- and LN-FB]J originate in the late first century BCE and continue into the third century
CE, sharing broad tendencies toward increased vessel height, larger body size, and a shift from Type I to
Type II. Nevertheless, the two types follow distinct developmental trajectories in terms of initial appearance,
relative proportions, and choices of manufacturing techniques. By integrating newly accumulated data and
reassessing FBJ within revised classificatory criteria, this study establishes a foundational framework for
re-evaluating the typology, manufacturing techniques, and chronological development of Lelang FB].
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