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The benzene ring, it seems, was all due to sex!
Kekulé’s visions are well known to student of chemis’
try ; apparently what they did not know and what the
textbooks did not teach was that Kekulé was a strongly
frustrated and inhibited man.

The symposium of chemists held last week at Bonn
to mark the centenary of Kekulé’s taking up the chair
in chemistry there, heard a paper by Professor Alexan-
der Mitscherlich, a leading German psychologist, who
has been probing the sex life of the discoverer of the
benzene ring.

As all organic chemists know, Kekulés discovery
followed a vision that of a snake biting its own tail.
Mitscherlich says the snake is a well-known sexual
symbol and puts forward the view that the vision was
the experience by hallucination of denied erotic satisfac-
tion. However, so powerful was Kekulés subconscious
censorship that he was instantly forced to seek another
intérpretation a valid and respectable one which totally
buried that possibility. With that the psychologist des-
cribed as “a violent, panic stricken exertion of all his

»

mental powers,” the relevance of the vision to the
benzene problem that Kekulé was then studying was
seen and seized. Hence the discovery that the structure
of benzene is circular and not linear. ‘
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