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Rethinking Labor in Lifelong Learning and Adult Education  

Shogo NISHIKAWA† 

†
Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo 

The aim of this article is to examine how labor has been studied in lifelong learning and adult education, and 
to try to propose issues to work on by reviewing the previous work. Labor has been discussed in connection with 
workers' education, working youth education, and the theories of leisure in lifelong learning and adult education 
so far. However, according to the previous work, it seems that labor has not been studied directly against its 
importance. The following questions should be examined. How labor should be studied in lifelong learning and 
adult education? What has been actually studied and what has not? 
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