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A Proactive Consulting in Communal Space: 

 A New Approach of School Consulting 

 A Practical Fieldwork in a School Library of a Public High School 

for Low-Achieving, Low-Income Students in Japan  
 

Akiko SUZUKI    Yuriko MATSUDA    Masahiro ISHII  

Inclusion Net Yokohama   PhD Candidate, Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo  

 Sharecoro Co.,Ltd  

  

  This is a practical fieldwork of a proactive consulting in communal space, which is a new approach of 
school consulting by professional consultants for students who have subconscious needs or potential 
problems. This study was conducted in a school library of a public high school wherein consultants 
approach students who are low achieving or belong to low-income families. Findings are: 1) The proactive 
consulting in communal space has the capability of providing students with a consulting experience as well 
as problem-finding. 2) Students who have serious problems can be found through this approach. They can 
be referred to the appropriate consultants and agencies concerned outside of school, if necessary. 3) The 
school library that works as a meeting, learning and creative space has shown to be of benefit to this new 
approach. And we present a model of the +2.5th place for low-achieving and low-income students and to be 
of help in referring them to their possible future third place. 

 

Keyword: Youth Poverty, School Library, Third Place 
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