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Study of the Aims of the Uchinada Struggle: Focusing on Journal
Articles from 1953

Hiromichi EBISU' Naofumi KURODA' Chinami SUGIURA

1LGraduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the different aims of the Uchinada Struggle and the relationship
between these aims through an analysis of contemporary journal articles. The Uchinada Struggle began in the
early 1950s, in response to the creation of a U.S. military firing range in Uchinada Village, Ishikawa Prefecture.
An examination of journal articles from 1953 reveals that there were two main viewpoints on the aims of the
struggle among those participating in it. One viewpoint regarded the struggle as a means of addressing national
problems, and the other regarded it as a way of solving the problems that the firing range had caused in villagers’
lives. In line with their own concerns, journalists treated these national problems as more important than the
problems experienced by the villagers. The paper concludes that regardless of which viewpoint they held, the
actors in the struggle had made a rational choice to participate in it.

Keywords: Uchinada Struggle, Analysis of Journal Articles
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