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A Study of the Professionalism of Certified Librarians in the
Context of Japanese Professionalism: A Comparison with

Registered Dietitians and Clinical Psychologists

Akira NEMOTO ' Naoki MATSUMOTO ' Eiji AOYAGI

t Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo
1 School of Social Information Studies, Otsuma Women’s University
 School of Arts and Letters, Meiji University

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the professionalism of certified librarians in com-
parison with that of registered dietitians and clinical psychologists. We first examined the traits of
and the situations encounterd by librarians. Then, we investigated the establishment process of the
professionalism of registered dietitians and clinical psychologists based on the power balance model,
involving the government, institutions of higher education, and the labor market. As a result, we
identified the following six characteristics: (1) successive effort to improve professionalism; (2) a
strict certification system; (3) assignment rule of professionals as faculty; (4) institutionalization of
authority, duty, penalty, and job for profession; (5) coordinated effort by the government, higher
education institutions, and the labor market; (6) political promotion. These activities were not

adequately observed in the establishment process by certified librarians.

Keyword : Professionalism of Certified Librarian, Professionalism, Registered Dietitian, Clinical
Psychologist
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