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Content Related to School Libraries in Elementary School
Curricula: A Comparative Study of National, Local and

School-based Curricula
So-Young Kim'

'PhD Candidate, Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

This research analyzes the content of elementary school curricula to clarify how school libraries are used in
the hierarchical system of national, local and school-based curricula. We examined the details and time schedule
for teaching of Gakushii Shido Yoryo (The Course of Study) as a national curriculum, Manabikata Gaido (Study
Guide) of Sodegaura City Chiba Prefecture as a local curriculum and Manabikata Keito-Hyo (Organized Table of
Study) of Narawa elementary school as a school curriculum, and carried out participant observation of
curriculum-related programs and interviews with interested parties. The results showed that all curricula required
students to use the school library in their learning. The use of the school library was specified in the curricula for
Japanese Language, Living Environment Studies, Social Studies, Integrated Studies and Special Activities. We
discovered that students benefit from school libraries out of school hours as well. School libraries support
students’ learning not only of subject curricula and extra-curricular activities, but also of non-curricular activities.

Keywords: Hierarchical system of school curriculum, Subject curriculum, Extra-curricular activity, School library
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