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Responding to Criticism:

Towards Museums as Cultural Learning Infrastructure

Hironobu SHINDO'

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

In Japan, museums are currently in the middle of structural reform, and face many challenges such as
financial problems. However, the fundamental question of “What is a museum?” has not been raised because
museum study has such a wide range today that it has become difficult to raise and share this fundamental
question. This paper tries to examine this question from the following three perspectives. First, the current
situation of museums and their reform is described. Second, criticism of museums is re-examined from their
aspects as public facilities, as places for collection, and in terms of their educational function. Lastly, the function
of museums as cultural learning infrastructure is examined from recent studies on museums and education.

Keyword: Museum, Re-examination of Criticism of Museum, Cultural Learning Infrastructure
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