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The Argument on Girls' “Shamisen” Skill Acquisition in a
Popular Newspaper of Early Meiji:

A Study on the Modernization of “Yugei”

Koichi UTAGAWAT

"Doctor Course, Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo/JSPS Research Fellow

This paper considers the various aspects of the social positioning of girls' Yugei acquisition in the period
through an examination of the argument involving the Shamisen skill acquisition of a “daughter” in a small
newspaper of early Meiji.

Although the Shamisen was mastered by the young women in the townspeople’s social class with the aim of
servicing samurai families in the second half of the modern period, in a small newspaper of early Meiji, it was
exposed to criticism from both the editors’ side and contributors as a convention which barred them from
entering school. However, since the future course of the women who did enter school was not an image that was
shared socially in those days, the contributors did not thoroughly criticize the young women’s acquisition of
Shamisen itself.

From the above, it can be suggested that in early Meiji, even with its dominant outlook of "Yugei has no value

to the state," the situation was such that a young woman's Yugei acquisition was hard to be driven out completely.

Keyword: girls, Shamisen, Yugei, small newspaper
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