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Establishment and Background of the “Professional” Librarianship 

in the Philippines 

Shizuko MIYAHARA†

†Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo 

Library and Information Science (LIS) education and a quality control system for librarians in the Philippines offer 
suggestive insights for Japan. Until the legal reform in 1990, a Filipino librarian was not considered as a “professional” in the
society because only an “academic qualification” such as a diploma or an academic degree is given to librarians as a 
qualification. The academic qualification was insufficient as a proof of the professional librarian, because a national qualification 
given after passing a national board of examination was valued over an academic qualification in the Philippines. After the 
enactment of the Philippine Librarianship Act in 1990, which states that those who want to work in a library should pass a 
national examination and get a professional qualification, in the legal sense, a librarian is now accepted as a “professional status” 
in the Philippines. However, some essential problems have remained. Actually, the Librarianship Act has had only a small effect
on improving the working conditions and the quality of professionals. 

Keyword: LIS education, Professional education, the Philippine Librarianship Act, National license, PRC 
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