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A Study on the Reorganization of School and Community
Relationships from the Viewpoint of “Social Capital”:
A Case Study on the Project for a “Regional Center to Support
Schools” in Saiki City, Oita Prefecture

Ryogo OGINO'

f Doctor Course, Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo,”JSPS Research Fellow

The purpose of this paper is to describe the movement toward the reorganization of school and
community relationships from the viewpoint of “Social Capital,” through a case study on the project for a
“Regional Center to Support Schools” in Saiki City, Oita Prefecture. Specifically, I analyzed the survey
data gathered by interviewing the teachers and staff of a community center, and examined the changes
before and after the implementation of the project, from the viewpoint of “formal” and “informal”
institutional changes.

The results showed the following. At the “formal” institutional level, the residents would be accepted
more as guest teachers and leaders of the club activities, and also be expected to act as staff members for
environmental situations where teachers required human help the most. At the “informal” institutional
level, daily communication between the teachers and the staff could be promoted. Associations would be
reorganized, by such as being newly created, diverted, or being actively used. The “trust” formation would
be changed from being informal relationships on an individual level to formal ones within the system.

The future tasks are to elaborate the concept of “Social Capital,” to measure the effects over the
passage of time by continual surveys, and to present normative relationships between schools and
communities.

Keyword: School and Community Relationships, Social Capital, Regional Center to Support Schools
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