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Intergenerational Learning through the Life Stories Interviewing

Eriko Nakagawa '

'Part-time Lecturer at Chiba City Aoba Nurses’ College

I suppose that young people who are going out into the world from school still learn how to design their lives
from the life stories of older people. Today, we need some approaches to promote such intergenerational
communications because it is getting harder for young people to communicate with older people in families or in
communities. In this paper I introduce “life stories’ interviewing” as a tool to promote intergenerational
communications. While “life stories’ interviewing” has recently been taken notice of as one of the approaches for
qualitative research, in this paper I discuss intergenerational learning through such interviewing by concentrating
my attention on their creativity. Through studying cases of “life stories’ interviewing” regarding older people as
practiced in U.S. and Japanese college courses, I explain how to promote communications between youngand old
and what intergenerational learning undergraduate students have gained through “life stories’ interviewing.”

Keyword: Learning through Life Stories, Life Story Interviewing, Intergenerational Learning
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