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A Study on the Publicness of Social Activities:
From the Viewpoint of “Relational Approach”

Ryogo OGINO

Social activities have been justified by the theory of rights. But with this approach, we can’t figure out
relationships with others that serve as a basis of rights. I think that we have to reconsider the publicness
of social activities built upon relationships with others. Briefly speaking, I'll propose to consider the
publicness from the viewpoint of “relational approach”.

‘We must begin with examining H. Arendt’s strict distinction between “the public sphere” and “ the
social”. By positioning “otherness” in “the public sphere”, she raised her original concept of “action”.
But her theory had two questions. First, is it true that “the public sphere” has no connection with “the
social” ? Second, isn’t it necessary to consider the issue on participation in “the public sphere” ?

On the first point, I examined the “ the politics of need interpretation” raised by N. Fraser. With
this concept, we can understand the connection between “the public sphere” and “ the social” through
uninterrupted discussions about needs. On the second point, I examined A. Sen’s concepts of liberty.
His concepts implied imagination about others’ circumstances.

Through these arguments, we can connect the publicness neither with personal interests nor

cooperativity, but with “otherness”.
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