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The Relationship between Media of Adult Education
and Their Readers in the Taisho and Early Showa Era

. A Study about the Journals of Three Organizations on Adult Education

Eisuke HISAI

How was the information of daily “life” sent by the movements of adult education to people in
1920s’ Japan? And how did people accept or react to this information® In this paper, I refer to the
journals of three organizations (Seikatsu— Kaizen—Domeikai, Bunka— Seikatsu — Kenkyukai, and
Bunka — FuKyukai), which were concerned mainly with activities on people’s daily “life”” I pay
attention to the “mode” of adult education, appeared on the journals published by these organizations
(Seikatsu — Kaizen, Bunka —Seikatsu, etc) To clarify the characteristic of this “mode.” I examine in
detail the sections of readers’ opinions and questions on these journals.

" This case study suggests the relation between the “mode” of adult education and its subjects in
this period. These movements, mainly aiming at women of new middle class, tried to construct
mutual actions with readers through these journals. The “modal” characteristic of this mutuality
was affinitive with the orientation (or “habitus”) of new middle class to a certain extent, because of
their dependence on mass media, and because of their consciousness and spontaneity for improving
their own life. But these movements couldn’t get enough reaction from their main target, because
the devices for mutual actions on these journals did not continue long.
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