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The Commitment and Relationship of Teenagers in the ‘Ibasho’-type Facilities
—— The Ethnography of the Public Facilities for Junior and Senior High School Students, ‘Yu-Suginami’

Shuhei ARAYA

The word ‘ibasho’ for children and youth has been used since the late 1980 s, which represents ‘a
comfortable place’ or ‘a place where people are accepted as they are’. Especially in social education
research it is defined as ‘a place and relationship indispensable for children and youth’, and to prepare
‘ibasho’ has been one of public issues. Then ‘ibasho’-type facilities for children and youth were built
in 1990 s. However, ‘ibasho’ prepared by adults is not always accepted by children and youth as
their ‘ibasho’.

The purpose of this paper is to make clear the commitment and relationship of teenagers in ‘Yu-
Suginami’, the one of ‘ibasho’-type facilities many and various teenagers use. I adopt ethnography
as a research method. This is the way to research or the writings and texts through fieldwork,
which aims to describe the culture of others.

The characteristics of teenagers’ commitment and relationship I have found out through the
ethnography are ‘the variety of needs for out-of-school’, ‘the diversity of commitment’ and ‘the

gradual commitment’.
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