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Systematizing Process of Agricultural Extension Work at Tuskegee Institution

Koomi SUNG

This paper’s purpose is to examine the systematizing process of agricultural extension work at

Tuskegee Institution according to the development of federal policies in industrial education.

From 1880’s, Booker T. Washington, the principal of Tuskegee Institution , had been at great pains

to reinforce its relationship with federal and state governments. At that time, most of African-

Americans in the South was poor and didn’t have political power. Under the disadvantageous

condition, he found a way to maintain stability of his school by defining its agricultural extension work

as public education system.

From his letters and other historical materials, this paper has traced his discouragement and

successes in the developing process of agricultural extension work at Tuskegee Institution. He

achieved buiding of the Agricultural Experimental Station and the first appointment of Negro

Demonstration Agent by federal government.

In case of the Smith-Lever Act, he appealed to

federal government officials for their influence over the budget distribution for African-Americans.

Tuskegee Institution opened up a way to the agricultural extension work for African-Americans in

the South.
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