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The Ideas of Cultural Policy in 1970s’ France
— Their Configuration and Positions in Political and Social Context

Eisuke HISAI

My argument in this paper is that ideas of cultural policy should be analyzed in terms of their
political and social context, and in terms of the policies as the effect of these ideas, as well as with the
view of the value of culture itself. The history of French cultural policy, after André Malraux
resigned, is relevant to my standpoint. In 1970s’ France, three major ideas of cultural policy,
especially of “démocratisation”, emerged. First, the government party and the Ministry of Culture
early in 1970s promoted the idea of “développement culturel,” which was related to pluralistic value
and economic interests. Second, the Socialist Party presented their Gramscian idea, which was
oriented to the collectivity of cultural activity, and to the social change through culture. Third,
Augustin Girard, a bureaucrat of the Ministry of Culture, argued that it would not be impossible to
harmonize the cultural industry with “démocratisation.” His idea had much influence on successors
in the Ministry in 1980s. The main points in my argument are what kind of contexts were behind

these ideas, and what kind of policies these ideas resulted in.
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