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The Possibility of Education for Older Adults in the Practices of U3A
— Based on the Comparison of English and French Models

Eriko NAKAGAWA

Why do we segregate older adults from younger in the adult-education? What differences are
there in education for older adults and younger ones? In this paper, we try to reaffirm the necessity
and possibility of the education for oider aduits through the analysis of the process which inter-
national movements of adult-education, U3A, have remarkably developed all over the world. One of
the reason why I notes NPO as education systems is that they seem to be flexible to offer learning
and training chances to older adults, and the other is that they sensitively reflect the consciousness of
people .

Two substantially different approaches—the original French approach and the self-help approach
in England —have become the dominant U3A models adopted by other countries. First, we will
introduce the idea of the third age. Then we compare French U3A models, which co-operate with
formal universities, with English ones which I have already introduced in another paper. The view

points of the analysis are “experience” and “plurality”.
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