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of Tsushima Leopard Cat Conservation
— A Questionnaire for people living in Tsushima City

Yuko HONDA *!, Uichi HAYASHI*2, Hirokazu KUSU*?, Tsuyoshi MAEDA **
and Shinjiro SASAKI*?

1. AAROEREBW

1.1. HBOBE

KB, ot B (b 82km, HPH 18km, [Hifk 696km?) L JHILDK) 100 DJE A HHER S 1
Bo JUHEBEDOMIZALE L, #1500 5 ERIERRE & Bt & 7257228, #9 10 TERNZHED
IV BRI R0/ EEZ LN TV,

EED89% /M TH Y, TOIHPREMTH %, BIfEW L REE L Bt & Th o 7ok D
5, KEER/HARELR ABIZTTSEND25, V<Y~ 3T (Prionailurus bengalensis
euptilurus) O &9 [ZEHFOREW L% AR L TV,

TBIX 3 CIIRIFRICE L, 200443 A1 HICHESNO 60T §C (ilEl], EESH, &
FHT, Wl BREET, BREAT) 2SE60L, BEOMETE Lo Twd, /2, HEBOHRI
(2, EE LT 1900 RIS ARl ST B Y, HEEELILE B, DEA TR LTS
Xahidbo Rik$5Y YA IREIIBITLEBEAONEETIE, TOLE - THEWV)
XaAHwsENTwE (M-1),

12, Y2 ¥<xalloVT

VY~ W@y, HEORIERT L. F 10 TEANIIKE,SE-TE2L
EZON, NV AIOHME INTW5D, HEEBBITS0~110HTH H, EfFERK
et (19714F) /ENAGLVEABEME (1994 4F) IEESNTWE, BEAREOL v F

* TR SRR 8 —
Chiba Biodiversity Center
BRI S VR YR T e A N e
Lab. of Forest Policy, Department of Forest Science, Graduate School of Agricultural and Life Sciences, The University of Tokyo
*3 gt
Tsushima City
*4 [UERE A S B A A R v 5 — BT
Previously Tsushima Wildlife Conservation Center, Ministry of the Environment, now Tsushima City
*5 BB
Ministry of the Environment



42 AHHET 5

-1 xtEoMIsIX 5 (HARRSERE >5 —, 2009 : 3)
Fig. 1. Districts in Tsushima Island
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Table 2. Age and Sex: Respondents and Objectives
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Table 3. Place of Residence: Respondents and Objectives
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Fig. 6. When Respondents became Aware of the Tsushima Leopard Cat
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Fig. 7. Number of sightings of Tsushima Leopard Cat in the Wild
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Table 6. Respondents’ Situations Under What Conditions the
Tsushima Leopard Cat was Seen in the Wild
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Table 7. Tsushima Leopard Cats’ Situations Under What Conditions were

they Seen in the Wild
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Table 8. Impressions of Sighting the Tsushima Leopard Cat

in the Wild
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Fig. 8. Awareness of the People Who Have Endeavored to Conserve the Tsushima Leopard Cat
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Table 9. Worries about the Conservation of the Tsushima Leopard Cat
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Fig. 9. Expectations Concerning the Conservation of the Tsushima Leopard Cat
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Table 10. Traffic Policies for Conservation
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Table 11. Restrictions on Keeping the Cats
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Fig. 10. Will Conservation of the Tsushima Leopard Cat Prevent the Exploitation?
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Table 12. Actions to Increase the Number of Tsushima Leopard Cats
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Fig. 11. Attitude to the Re-introduction
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Table 13. Reasons for the Evaluation to the Re-introduction
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Fig. 12.  Operating Location of the Re-introduction
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Table 14. Reasons for indicating the Operating Locations
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Table 15. Classification of the Responsible Entities
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Fig. 13. Symbols of Tsushima Island
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Summary

Tsushima leopard cats, which live only in Tsushima Islands, are planned to be released into the
wild in the future. This paper discusses people’s ideas about the cat and its conservation including
the future-release project. Furthermore, this paper compensates for the lack of the past research as
people’s perceptions of the release have not been investigated in the planning phase. We targeted
by mail 1,000 residents in Tsushima City, Nagasaki Pref. in the age range 20 to 79. The random-
sample was taken from the Basic Registry of Residents. The response rate was 48.8%. They felt
“the cat is living only here” or “it is a symbol of this area”. Their evaluation was “the cat is
native”, and the release itself was generally appreciated. However, they did not agree with the
release being just in Shimo-Jima, where it is planned to be carried out. Although they did not
always actually see the cat, from TV and Newspapers, or the Conservation Activities mainly for
traffic accidents, they may know well that it lives only in Tsushima Island and now is becoming
extinct. Furthermore, because they often do not see the cat in the wild, they also may not be able
to perceive the advantages and disadvantages in relation to the cat. This may cause them to care
for Tsushima leopard cat.

Key words: Tsushima leopard cat (Prionailurus bengalensis euptilurus), Re-introduction,
Tsushima city, Nagasaki prefecture, Local people’s consciousness, Qustionnaire survey



