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Table 1. Definitions of [Ryokuchi], [Seido-Ryokuchi] and [Shizen] in this study.
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Fig. 1. The construction of this study.
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Table 3. The period of the spatial recognition for Shintoism.
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Table 4. The classification of Shinto by Honji-suijaku and anti-Honji-suijaku.
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Table 5. The view of [Shizen] for Japanese Buddhism.
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Fig. 3. Relations between faith, [Shizen (nature)] and space.
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Table 7. The list of functions of green space and the category of function of green space on this study.
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Table 9. The number of books and journals for the analysis of this research.
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Fig. 4. Transition of the number of books and journals about Shasoh, Chinjyu and Shaji.
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Table 13. The transitions of the Cultural Properties Protection.
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Summary

This monograph consists of 5 chapters.

<Chapter 1> clarifies the background, purpose, and placement of this study. First of all, the
chapter gives an account of the problem and problem consciousness to be reflected in this study.
Then, the chapter makes an attempt to give a position to this study and clarifies its purpose and
method by taking a survey of flow and placement of relevant study and putting approach and
methodology of each study in order.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the significance and validity of evaluating “Shasoh” from
the point of view of green space, and the following 3 points are established as the specific purpose
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of this study.

D [To clarify the relationship between the space perception of Shintoism and creation of

Japanese spatial conception towards nature]

@ [To clarify the spatial conception of the “open space of the shrine”]

@ [To clarify the spatial conception of “Shasoh” and changes of their meaning]

<Chapter 2>, <Chapter 3> and <Chapter 4> clarifies the intention of studying “Shasoh” after
clarifying the history, phenomena, and terms that are related to nature, Shintoism, and shrines
through the research of documents.

First, in order to clarify the relationship between the spatial perception of Shintoism on nature
and the spatial conception of the Japanese people towards nature, the chapter selects analysis
documents (4,159 corresponding documents) among literatures (555 corresponding literatures)
and analyzes the relationship between the transition of the placement of “nature” and the spatial
perception of the Japanese people based on the transition of interpretation and comparison with
the West. As a result, it was discovered that there are many things in common between the
concept of nature in Japan the and spirit and spatial perception of Shintoism, and it became clear
that the spatial perception of Shintoism was deeply connected with the creation of spatial
conception towards nature in Japan.

Secondly, the chapter compares some synonyms used in the outdoor space of a shrine and
analyzes the meaning and sense of each word on every existing literature that contains the word
“Chinju”, “Shaji”, or “Shasoh” in their title. As a result, it was discovered that the tendency to
combine “Shasoh”, “Chinju”, or “Shaji” with words such as “mori” and “hayashi” became
conspicuous in the mid-1970s. With this as a turning point, it became obvious to recognize the
outdoor space of the shrine as a green space scientifically. Also, there is a disparity between those
concepts in that the word “Shasoh” itself innately contains conceptions such as nature and green
while “Chinju-no-mori” and “Shaji-rin” are spatial conceptions that have been established by
adding concepts such as nature and green afterwards. It became clear that “Chinju-no-mori,”
which has been used for a space to worship native spirits or gods from the ancient times, does not
always have to be applied to shrines. Rather, it is a spatial conception in the broad sense,
provided that it contains locality, since the word “Chinju” has developed as a space where various
definitions are possible, as it has been noticed as an object of ecological research, where potential
indigenous vegetations grow. “Shajirin” is a word which had been used for woods and forests
that shrines and temples possess, as one of the placements of woods and forests under land policy
and forest policy in Meiji to Taisho period. It was a spatial concept that contains economical and
functional aspects and an image as a political object. While there existed an interpretation to
regard “Shasoh” as a spatial conception that contains a wider spatial area than “Chinju-no-mori,”
it became clear that “Shasoh” is a spatial conception targeted at natural spaces and green spaces in
Shintoism under national policies such as the separation of Shintoism and Buddhism policy and
State Shinto, which were intended to distinguish the shrine and temple.

Finally, the chapter analyzes the transition of the placement of “Shasoh” in the course of
materialization and management of “Preservation of old shrine and temple law” and the use of the
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word “Shasoh” by selecting documents related to “Shasoh”, “Jinja”, and “Shaji” among all
documents in “Shiseki Meisho Tennen Kinenbutsu Magazine” in order to clarify the mean of the
word “Shasoh” and its significance. As a result, the reason “Shasoh” was listed first on the items
of “Preservation of old shrine and temple law” became clear. It was a consequence of the
growing awareness of the necessity to preserve “Shasoh” not only as botanically and ecologically
superior forests, but also as places which possess a compound value, as well as a movement
against the “Shrine merger act” which broke out at that time.

Further, the shade of meaning of a word “Shasoh” gradually changed as time progressed.
Eventually, the compound meaning became forgotten and the word “Shasoh” gradually turned its
meaning to the forest subordinate to primeval forest which belongs to a shrine.

As a result of that research, <Chapter 2>, <Chapter 3> and <Chapter 4> clarifies the
significance and validity to semantically evaluate the space in shrines from a viewpoint of a green
space by clarifying the spatial conception towards outdoor space in the shrine and displaying the
appropriate terms to express the space.

<Chapter 5> gives the conclusion of this study by reorganizing the evaluation of “Shasoh” as a
green space in urban areas, based on the results of the previous chapters.

Key words: Shasoh, green spaces, nature, space, the side of meanings





