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Fig. 1. Relations among subjects which are concerned with ASAZA Project (focussed on forests).
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Table 2. Issues which each subject holds in participating in “ASAZA Project” (focussed on
forests).
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Fig. 3. Prefecture composition of “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” participants’ residence.
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Fig. 6. Motive for participation in “ICHINICHI-KIKORI" (multiple answers).
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Table 3. The number of persons by day per year spendable on “ICHINICHI-KIKORI".
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Table 4. Statistical tests between factors of “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” participants (post and on-site).
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Table 5. Situation of participation in “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” and “ASAZA PLANTING".
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Table 6. Situation of participation in “Groups for purifying KASUMIGAURA” and “ASAZA

PLANTING".
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Table 7. Motives for participating in “ICHINICHI-KIKORI™: “Contact with families and/or
friends” and “Improve Forests”.
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Table 8. Motives for participating in “ICHINICHI-KIKORI”: “Conserve life in Satoyama”
and “Improve Forests”.
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Table 9. Motives for participating in “ICHINICHI-KIKORI": “Purify KASUMIGAURA"” and
“Conserve life in Satoyama”.
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Table 10. Information resources of “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” and Participant’s age group.
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Table11. Information resources of “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” and Participation in “ASAZA
PLANTING".
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Table 12. Transmission of information by “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” participants (post).
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Table 13. Persons who told about “ICHINICHI-KIKORI": “neighbors” and the figure of person’s

types.
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Table 14. Persons who told about “ICHINICHI-KIKORI”: “volunteer companions” and the figure
of person’s types.
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Table 15. Persons who told about “ICHINICHI-KIKORI”: “families”, “friends in workplace and/
or school”.
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Table 16. Participation in Local welfare volunteer group and Persons who told about “ICHINICHI-
KIKORI”: “volunteer companions”.
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Summary

Recently, people have come to consider Satoyama to be an essential area. Some people,
especially those who live in city areas, are acting practically to preserve Satoyama. In this
situation, the relations between active people and others, and the ways individuals partic-
ipate are important factors. This study aims to examine these relations and ways and is
based on a case study of the ASAZA Project in the Kasumigaura watershed that has
advanced in a form of citizen participation.

The project started in 1995 with the aim of restoring a vegetation belt along the whole
of the Kasumigaura Lakefront. It was mainly concerned with the restoration of ASAZA
(Nymphoides peltata). Its final goal is to realize a society that can be sustainable in terms of
nature and human relations. There are various types of participants; “Nonprofit Organiza-
tion Asaza Fund” which plays a leading role, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Trans-
port, elementary schools in the watershed, some companies, and individuals.

The research methodology was as follows. First, interviews with the main participants
were carried out to examine the relations among participants. Second, questionnaires to
“ICHINICHI-KIKORI" participants were distributed for the purpose of gaining data to
explain the characteristics of citizens who join individually. “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” is one of
the main activities of this project and is based on individual volunteers who preserve
Satoyama through weeding activities. Finally, the subjects and directions of citizens’
participation in Satoyama preservation were discussed.

“Nonprofit Organization Asaza Fund” and “Kasumigaura Brushwood Fascine Associa-
tion”, which was established independently of the former, organized other participating
constituents, making it possible to integrate their skills and abilities, and to produce
various activities such as forest production or environmental education. Examination of
the individual participants in “ICHINICHI-KIKORI” explained that there are many types of
participation ranging from one-off to regular activities. These activities offered opportuni-
ties to various citizens for participating in the preservation of Satoyama. It may a possible
result of the project that it is known widely via the participants.

Some issues were also recognized. First, it is important that the various participants
have common recognition of environmental preservation. Citizens are expected to diffuse
such recognition through the abundance of their inter-relationships. Second, it is desirable
that enterprises which are concerned with Satoyama preservation are sustainably under-
taken. Enterprises should be carried out in various domains on the base of scientific
information about Satoyama’s condition. Another issue is the instability of the civic
organizations. Their efforts and institutional support to overcome this are both essential.

Key words: Satoyama, forest conservation, citizens’ participation, volunteer for forestry



Abstract

Building Social Relations Centered on Citizens in Utilizing
SATOYAMA —A Case of “ASAZA Project” in
Kasumigaura Watershed—;

Situations and its Significance

Taeko YosHIMURA and Mitsuhiro MINOWA

This study aims to examine the social situation in Satoyama preservation focusing on
citizens. It is based on a case study of the ASAZA Project. The investigation method
involved interviews with the main participants and questionnaires to “ICHINICHI-KIKORI”
volunteers. As the result, “Nonprofit Organization Asaza Fund” and “Kasumigaura Brush-
wood Fascine Association” organized other participating constituents. “ICHINICHI-
KIKORI”, which is one of the activities of the ASAZA Project, offered opportunities to
various citizens for participating in the project. Those facts may suggest the possibility of
expanding the project via citizens.

The Whole-body Vibration Evaluation Criteria of
Forestry Machines

Jae-Heun OH, Bum-Jin PARK, Kazuhiro ARUGA, Toshio NiTAMI,
Du-Song CHA and Hiroshi KOBAYASHI

In most forest operations, forestry vehicles have been used. However, when forestry
machines travel over rugged forest terrain containing rocks, logs, stumps and abrupt
transitions, the operators experience harsh ride vibration. This whole-body vibration is a
problem in forestry machines and can cause both injury and discomfort to the operators. In
order to evaluate forestry machine design with improved ride characteristics, it is useful to
determine ride limiting operating speeds. Currently, although useful criteria like VDI 2057,
ISO 2631, and BS 6841 have been used to assess vibration exposure, little information is
available on how to use them in determining the ride limiting speed of off-road vehicles like
forestry machines. However, a criterion of a 6-watt level of absorbed power would be more
useful to determine the ride limiting speed because the absorbed power criterion is a crude
representation of the operators’ vehicle control response to ride vibration.



