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They found no example and no companion, and their heart

fainted. What then? The lesson they gave in their first
aspirations is yet true; and a better valor and a purer truth
shall one day organize their belief. Or why should a woman
liken herself to any historical woman, and think, because
Sappho, or Sévigné, or De Staél, or the cloistered souls who
have had genius and cultivation do not satisfy the imagination
and the serene Themis, none can,— certainly not she? Why
not? She has a new and unattempted problem to solve,
perchance that of the happiest nature that ever bloomed. Let
the maiden, with erect soul, walk serenely on her way, accept
the hint of each new experience, search in turn ail the objects
that solicit her eye, that she may learn the power and the
charm of her new ~ born being, which is the kindling of a new
dawn in the recesses of space. The fair girl who repels
interference by a decided and proud choice of influences, so
careless of pleasing, so wilful and lofty, inspires every

beholder with somewhat of her own nobleness. The silent

heart encourages her; O friend, never strike sail to a fear!
Come into port greatly, or sail with God the seas. Not in vain
you live, for every passing eye is cheered and refined by the

vision. (pp.259- 260)
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Adhere to your own act, and congratulate yourself if you
have done something strange and extravagant and broken the
monotony of a decorous age. It was a high counsel that I once
heard given to a young person, —“Always do what you are
afraid to do.” A simple manly character need never make an
apology, but should regard its past action with the calmness
of Phocion, when he admitted that the event of the battle was
happy, yet did not regret his dissuasion from the battle.
[...]Has nature covenanted with me that I should never
appear to disadvantage, never make a ridiculous figure? Let
us be generous of our dignity as well as of our money.
Greatness once and for ever has done with opinion. We tell
our charities, not because we wish to be praised for them, not
because we think they have great merit, but for our

justification. (pp.260-261)
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Towards all this external evil the man within the breast
assumes a warlike attitude, and affirms his ability to cope
single - handed with the infinite army of enemies. To this
military attitude of the soul we give the name of
Heroism.{...]
It is a self - trust which slights the restraints of prudence, in
the plentitude of its energy and power to repair the harms it
may suffer. The hero is a mind of such balance that no
disturbances can shake his will, but pleasantly and as it were

merrily he advances to his own music, alike in frightful
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alarms and in the tipsy mirth of universal dissoluteness.|...]it
seems not to know that other souls are of one texture with it;
it has pride; it is the extreme of individual nature. (p.250)
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