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Inthispaper，Iwouldliketo examinecolonialism asitappearSinUchida  

Roan’snovel“Kurenonijy喧hachinichi，”or“Decembertwenty－eighth・”（りThe  

PrOtagOnistArikawatriesinvaintoestablishasettlementinMexico．Thework  

reflectsvariousaspectsofJapan’scolonialismatitsearlystage，andmycontention  

istopolntOutthe“backwardness”ofJapan’scolonialism．Althoughcharactersin  

thestoryareenthusiasticabouttheideaofsettlement，theconceptofsettlementis  

nomorethanthatofimmlgrationbythepoor・  

Today，Japan elqOyS ahuge tradesurpl11S andis surely one oftherichest  

nationinthewDrld・IntheearlyMe可iperiod，however，Japanwasstillmerelyan  

agrlCulturalstate which did not have any modernindustry・Moreover，raPid  

POPulationgrowthandashortageofjobsforcedmanypoorJapanesetoseekto  

makealivingindistantplaces．SomeofthemwenttoHokkaidotoopenuPneW  

land，butsomealsoemlgratedtoforeignco11ntries・Hawaii，NorthAmericaand  

SoutheastAsia were the prlnCIPaldestinations．The fact that mostJapanese  

immlgrantSbecameeitherlaborersorprostitutestestifiestothebackwardnessof  

thenation．  

WhenwriterNatsumeS由ekisawJapaneseprostit11teSinSingaporeonhis  

WaytOLondon，hewasextraordinari1yashamedofhiscompatriots’conductand  

hewroteofhisembarrassmentinhisdiaryinEnglish・  

lnSingapore，IputupataJapanesehotel．TherelmetalotofJapanese  

WOmen Who are known technically as‘street－Walkers．’Poor abandoned  

SOuls！Theydon’tknowwhattheyaredoing・Drivenbypenury，theyseek  
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Shelterinthedistantpartsoftheworld，tOaddill－fameandinfamytotheir  

mothercountry・（2）  

Theactofemlgrationtoforeigncountrieswascertainlyashamefu1choicefor  

OrdinaryJapanese．Neither high1y ed11Cated people nor members of wealthy  

familieswo111dvol11ntarilygotootherco11ntriestobecomepeaSantSOrPrOStitutes・  

Anofficialgovenmentreportpublishedin1884also deploredtheexistence of  

SuChpooroverseasJapanese・P）ltstatesthatonethingJapancouldtakepridein  

beforewasthattherewerenoneedypeoplewhowentabroadtoundertakeslave－  

1ikework・ThereportgoesontothefactthatJapan’sreputationisbeinghurtand  

thenationislosingface，  

AftertheSino－Japanesewar，Whichlastedfrom1894to1895，Japaneagerly  

tried tobecomean Empire．Thispooragric111turalco11ntry adoptedtheidea of  

imperialism、andattemptedtobeagTeatPOWerinAsia・Thus，JapaneseemlgrantS  

to other countries grad11al1y came to be regarded as a part of the nation’s  

expandinginfluence・The overseasJapanese，incl11dingprostitutes，Came tO be  

SeenaSplOneerSratherthandropouts敵omtheirsociety・  

S11ChchangesinattitudetowardoverseasJapaneseimmlgrantSCulminatedin  

thelfoundationoftheColonizationSocietylin1893・Thesocietywasfoundedby  

EnomotoTakeaki，aninfluentialpolitician，andittriedtopromoteimmlgrationasa  

nationalprqjeet，Thesociety solIghtlPlaces suitableforsettlementand Mexico  

gradllallybecamethemaintargetoftheirefforts・  

Soon after the foundation of the Colonization Society，Nemoto Tadashi  

VisitedMexico，andin1894amorethoroughinspectiontoo，WaS11ndertakenby  

HashiguchiBunzo．．Itwasonthe．twentyfourthofMarchin1897thatthefirst  

groupofthirtysixsettlersdepartedYokohamaportforMexico・Itwasaboutone  

yearbeforethep11b］icationofUchidaRoan’snovel・  

Thesettlersrecievedagoodsend－0ffattheport，andtheywerefu1lofhopes  

andamibitions．AnewspaperrePOrtedtheirdeparture，andtheywereveryexcited  

abouttheirnewlife．Thesettlement，infact，endedincompletefail11re．Excessive  

hardworkanddifficultconditionsharmedtheirhealth，thecoffeetheyplanteddid  

not grow，andLfurthermore，they ran out offunds・Their enth11Siasm was not  

TeWarededatall．（4）  
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Thenovel，“Kurenonijy豆hachinichi，”reflectstheenthusiasmofJapan’s  

expansioninthosedays・TheprotagonistAr比awaandhiscompanytrytoestablish  

asett）ementinMexico・ThestoryfirstappearedinamagazineinMarch1898，  

threeyearsaftertheSino－Japanesewar，andrecievedfavorablej11dgmentsfrom  

mostcritics．  

Their high evaluation，nO doubt，derived fbrm the story’sintemational  

background・TheprotagonistAdkawa’syouthfu1aspirationstoestab］ishanideal  

COlonyinMexicoisboth seriousandambitio11S．Acriticarguedthatthestory  

WOuldto11Chtheheartsofambitio11SyOungJapanesebecauseofthesocialissues  

relevanttothetimeswithwhichitdealt．（5）lnotherwords，thestory’sdealingwith  

aplantosettleinMexico，Whichwasarealtopicatthattime・  

Althoughthe a11thor Uchida Roan never visited Mexico，descriptions of  

Mexico’sgeography，industry，andproductsareseenthroughoutthestory・Many  

Mexican place names also appearin“払Ire nO鴫yB hachinichi，”s11Ch as，  

Santiago，Chihuahlla，Sinaloa，Acapulco，Soconusco，Tabasco andPuebla・The  

namesofSpanishconqurerssuchasChristobaldeO点ate，JuandeO免ateandthe  

famousHern孟n Cor縫salsoappear．TheprotagonistArikawa’sfavoritebookis  

乃eConquestqfMexicobyWilliamHicklingPrescott．（6）  

WhatIwanttopointo11thereisthatArikawaandhiscornPany’splantoset  

upafarminMexicowasidealistic，lnformertimes，almostal1Japanesefamers  

abroad were poor farmerS Who col11d not s11Stain theirlivesin their mother  

COuntry．The mainreason fbrtheirimmlgrationwaspurely economical．Inthe  

novel，however，thepurposeofthebandofambitiousyoungmentoopenupthe  

MexicanJ11ngleforfammgwasnotformoney・Theyweremotivatedbytheirown  

idealism．  

Arikawa and his company’s enthusiasm to go abroad to establish a new  

COlonyis deeply correlated toJapan’s earlyimperialism，In1895Taiwanwas  

CededtoJapanbyChina，andimrmgratingtoacolonyhadgraduallybecomean  

honorable11ndertaking which a man co111d put everythinginto．珊e former  

ShadowylmageOfpoorimmlgrantSWaSrePlacedbyanenthusiasm女）reXPanding  
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OVerSeaS．Inreadingthenovelweseethecharacters’desiretodevotethemselves  

tosomethingheroic．  

Praise ofmanlinessisanimportantaspectof“Kurenonijy缶hachinichi．”  

AftertheMeijiRestoration，ambitiousuniversltyStudentswereconcernedtoshow  

Offtheirmasculinityandtheyopenlyexpressedtheirdesiretoassumeapositionof  

eminencein society・Duringthe early Meijiperiod andinto the1890s，Career  

Choices had been grad11ally expanding，butimmlgration had always been  

COmPletelyleftoutofconsideration．ItwasafterthefoundationoftheColonization  

Societyin1893that educatedindividuals becameinterestedin careersin the  

COlonies．Thus，UchidaRoan’snovel，StreSSlngthemanlinessofitscharactersand  

theirbondoffriendship，bothtightlyboundupwithambitionandsocialsuccessin  

MeijiJapan，alsodisplaysthecoloniesasaplacewhereanambitiousmancould  

honorablystriveforsuccess・  
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Thegrowlnginterestingolngabroadatthetimeisusuallyca11ed“shyokumin  

netsu，”or colonization fever．The settlementin Mexicoin1897and Uchida  

Roan’snovel“Kurenonijyahachinichi”wereindisputablyapartofthetrend．  

ThecessionofTaiwanin1895alsopromotedthemovement■Japan’simperialism  

WaSbeginnlngtOmakeitsappearanCe・  

However，Japan’so－Calledimperialismcouldnotpossiblybecomparedwith  

that ofthe British Empire・The end ofthe19th century was the high time of  

imperialism，duringwhichthenovelIamdiscusslngWaSWritten・Therearemany  

kindsofdefinitionofimperialim，butaneconomicalmDdelisusuallyappliedto  

explainvarioussituationsattheturnOfthecentury・  

Themodelisthattherapiddevelopmentofcapitalismbro11ghtaboutexcessive  

accumulationoffundsandindustrializednationshadtoseektheirowncoloniesto  

investthe surplus capital・Merciless exploitation ofthe nativesin the colonies  

ensued．  

Applying this theory toJapan’s case，We See agaln thewayln WhichJapan’s  

“colonialism”and“imperialism”differfromthatoftheWesternCOuntries．Firstof  

all，Japan’scapitalismhadjuststarted，andindustrieswerenotyetfu11ydeveloped．  

OwnersofcompaniestriedtDCOVertheirshortageoffundsbytheintrod11Ctionof  
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forelgnCapital・Therewashardlyanyaccumulationofsurpluscapitalthatcouldbe  

investedabroad．   

In addition，there waslarge scale surpluslaborinJapan・The country，s  

POpulationwasexploding，andthe11nemPloymentratewasveryhigh・From1883  

until1906，thepopulationincreasedfrom37milionto46milion・Itwasfearedthat  

Japan was golngtO Sufferfrom overpopulation・The need forestablishingnew  

COlonieswasadvocatedbeca11SeOfthisseriousproblem．  

Letmequoteanessayfromthemagazine“ShyokuminJiho”No・98，Which  

COrreCtly criticizes the motivation behindJapan’sco】onizationfever・Kamahara  

Kpjiargues：  

Advocates of urgent colonization，One and all，neVer failto mention  

OVerPOpulation．Those who considerthat the necesslty for colonization  

derivesfromoverpopulationandthatoverpopulationistheonlymotivation  

forcolonization，SeemnOttObefewinnumber．Therecanbe，however，nO  

greatermisunderstandingthanthis・  

Westernnationshaverecentlysufferedfromseriousoverproductiondueto   

industrialization，andtheyhavehadtroublefindingoutletsfortheirproducts．  

Furthermore，yearSOfpeaceandindustrializationhavebroughtaboutagreat  

accumulation of capital．They do not know where to direct this surplus  

PrOduction and capltal・They are desperately seeking new customers and  

targetsforprofitableinvestment・Thus，intheend，theyhavecometoattempt  

theacqulSitionofcolonies．  

In the case of our country，Japan，however，the situationis completely  

different・Japan’sindustryhasnotyetdevelopedsufficiently．Thus，Weneed  

notworTyaboutoverproduction・Moreover，CaPltalisinshortsupply・ド）  

ln this essay，Kamahara criticisestheprevalentnotion thatthepurposeof  

acqulrlng COloniesis to soIveJapan’s overpopulation problem．He regards the  

Westernnations’presentcircumstancesasadesirablestandardandthendeplores  

Japan’s“underdeveloped”colonialism．  
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1fweexamineUchidaRoan’s“Kurenoniiy宙hachinichi”fromthispolntOf  

View，theimperfectnessandirrationalityofArikawa’sprqjectofcolonizationis  

Obvious，Firstandforemost，heisattemplngtObeafarmerinsteadofanownerof  

bigplantation・TheprotagomistneitherintendstoinvesthisowncapitalinMexico  

nordoes hetrytogalnPrOfitby his actofcolonization．He doesnothavethe  

Slightestintention to exploit thelabor of the natives・Adkawa’simage of  

COlonizationisclosertothatoftheimmigrationwhichwaspracticedbypoorer  

peaSantS・  

Secondly，thereisnonecessityforArikawatomoveallthewaytoMexico．  

SinceArikawaaswe11ashiscompanionsarehigh1yeducated，theybelongtoa  

COmParative）y higher class andthey do not have to choose to beimmlgrantS．  

Besides，ArikawaownsalargeamollntOfpropertyinJapanandhedoesnothave  

toworkatall．  

Th11S，Arikawa’swifeOkichi’soppositiontohisplanmakescompletesense．  

Shetellsherhusbandinthestorythatsincehehasproperty，hecanliveincomfort  

andthereisnonecessityforhimtogoal1thewaytotheMexicanJungle・Atthe  

endofthestory，theprotagonistabandonshisplantosettleinMexico．  

Thecolonialismin“Kureno鴫y缶hachinichi”canbedescribedasastrange  

COmbination ofthe traditionalimage ofimmlgrationby the poor and the new  

COlonizationfever・RapiddevelopmentofJapanduringtheMeijierachangedthe  

nationfromadevelopingcountytoanempire（orsoitwasthoughtinJapanatthe  

time）・Attheearlystageofcolonialism，however，duringwhichtimethenovelwas  

Published，theideaofimmigrationbeingundertakenbythepoorwasstillstrong，  

andthenewconceptionofcolonizationhadyettobecomecommon・Arikawa’s  

plan comprises a strange amalgam of agricultural immigration and grand 

imperialism・  

Thecolonizationfeverattheendofthe19thcenturyisthebackgro11ndof  

“KurenonljyBhachinichi，”Thenoveltells11StWOimportantthings・Oneisthat  

the act of settling abroad or colonization came to attract the interest of even 

intellectualsandthatitwasnolongeranaltogethershadowybusiness，Be可amin  

Disraelionce wrotein his novel，7bncredor娩eNew Crusade，“TheEastis a  
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Career．”（8）similarly，COlonialismhadbecomeacareerinJapan．Thenovel，sstress  

Onambitionandmasc111inityalsoclarifiesthispoint・  

Thesecondisthe“underdevelopment”ofJapan’scoIonialismascomparedto  

that of the West・Emmigration by the poor wasalmost the onlylmage Of  

COlonization and the newimage ofimperialist colonization based on high1y  

developedcapitalismhadnotyetbeenestablished．Inthesesenses，UchidaRoan’s  

“K点renO両y包hachinichi”isanextremelyinterestingpleCeOfwork・  
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