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BT TH 3, 20, BEABETIEN-AD 2 ECRR TSI LT
EhoDRAEMBEI NS -H,. HEEHZEL THOME~DZER N L
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Changing People’s Social Behavior by Mortality
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Identification
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Mortality is a threat that all humans share, and it exerts a significant degree
of influence on people’s social judgment and behavior. Social psychology research
has shown that, for example, individuals under mortality salience identify more
strongly with a group which one belongs to (Castano, Yzerbyt, Paladino, & Sacchi,
2002).

Terror management theory (Greenberg, Pyszczynski, & Solomon, 1986)
explains psychological processes regarding the effects of mortality salience. On
the basis of this theory, we first review terror management research and discuss
its prospects and limitations. Furthermore, the authors report the results of
an experiment aimed at testing generalizability of the theory’s fundamental
assumptions.

Discussion argued that some basic assumptions of terror management theory
could be generalized across cultures. In addition, implications are considered in
relation to the effects of mortality salience on social behavior from the standpoint of

individual’s psychological processes.

(123) 110



