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Personal Details and Career

Place and Date of Birth
Genk (Belgium); November 30 1972

Current Position
•  Associate Professor (Financial History), Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia 

(University of Tokyo)

Short-term Scholarships: Scholarships, grants for stays in Japan and 
other countries

•  1994-1996: Scholarship of the Japanese Ministry of Education, Monbusho 文部
省

•  1998: 1 month study stay at the Rijksuniversiteit Leiden (Holland) with the 

exchange program ‘Vlaams-Nederlandse Samenwerking in de Taal- en 

Cultuurwetenschappen van het FWO en NWO’.
•  1998: Grant received from the European Science Foundation to cover the 

expenses of a study stay plus conference in Zushi 逗子, Japan.

•  2000: grant from Fund for Scientific Research (Flanders) to conduct a one 

month study-stay at the Center of International Media and Communication, 

Hokkaido University 北海道大学, Sapporo 札幌, Japan.

•  2002: grant from the KULeuven-Kansai University Exchange Program to 

Curriculum Vitae Michael Schiltz
(October 2016)
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conduct a 2-month study stay at Kansai-university 関西大学, in order to finish a 

Ph.D.-project.

•  2004: grant received from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science to 

conduct a short-term postdoctoral stay at the Graduate School of Economics 

and Business Administration at Hokkaido University.

Longer research grants (with indication of funding secured, if applicable)

•  October 1998- September 2002: doctoral fellowship of the Fund for Scientific 

Research (Flanders) for the completion of a doctoral dissertation.

•  1998-1999: Doctoral fellowship of the Japan Foundation 国際交流基金; one-year 

study stay at Aoyama Gakuin University 青山学院大学 (Tokyo); Waseda 

University 早稲田大学 (Tokyo)

•  [January 2004-September 2007: working as a postdoctoral fellow on a research 

project at the University of Leuven]

•  2003: grant received from the Italian Ministry of Foreign Af fairs (Ministero 

degli Af fari Esteri) for an eight month postdoctoral stay at the university of 

Lecce, Italy: Centro di Studi sul Rischio [center for the sociology of risk]

•  October 2007- September 2010: postdoctoral fel lowship of the Fund for 

Scientific Research (Flanders); research theme 'The Money Doctors from 

Japan' (research completed)

•  2009-2014: Star ting Grant for young researchers of the European Research 

Council. Project Acronym: JAPANGREATDEPRESSION; Project Reference: 

240854;  Project Funding: 549,441.00 euro (funding used for hiring project 

collaborators and a Ph.D student; 40,000 euro used for microfilming of parts of 

the Yokohama Specie Bank archives (kept at the University of Tokyo)

Scientific Awards, Prizes, Distinctions (with indication of amounts 
awarded)
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•  1993: Winner of the 2nd Speech Contest of the Japanese Language in Belgium 

(100,000 Belgian francs; approx. 2,500 euro)

•  2005: Winner of the 2005 World Society Foundation Award for: Magnolo, 

Stefano / Schiltz, Michael / Verschraegen Gert, “Associative Self-governance: 

Democratic Accountability, Open Access and Creative Commons in an 

Organizational World Society” (1,000 euro)

•  2007: Awarded the biennial prize of the European Association for Banking 

History and Financial History Review for young researchers (announced in 

June 2007) (1,000 euro)

•  2007: Awarded a Kluge Fellowship for use of the collections of the Library of 

Congress (40,500 US dollars)

•  2010:  Awarded a Kluge Fellowship for use of the collections of the Library of 

Congress (25,200 US dollars)

•  2014: nominated for the Mishima Kaiun Prize in the Humanities （三島海雲学
術賞（人文科学部門））

Positions held
Period (mm/
yyyy-mm/yyyy) Organization Address Job title Job description

10/1996-09/1997 University of Leuven Oude Markt 13, 
B-3000 Leuven, 
Belgium

research 
assistant

part-time

10/1997-09/1998 University of Leuven Oude Markt 13, 
B-3000 Leuven, 
Belgium

research 
assistant

full-time

10/1998-09/2002 Fonds voor 
Wetenschappelijk 
Onderzoek [Research 
Foundation 
-Flanders]

Egmontstraat 5, 
B-1000 Brussel, 
Belgium

“aspirant” 
[researcher]

full-time Ph.D 
researcher

10/2002-09/2003 Ministerio degli 
Affari Esteri 
(Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs), Italy

Piazzale della 
Farnesina, 1 
– 00194 Rome

visiting 
postdoctoral 
fellow

full-time 
postdoctoral 
researcher
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10/2003-09/2006 University of Leuven Oude Markt 13, 
B-3000 Leuven, 
Belgium

postdoctoral 
researcher / 
project leader

full-time 
postdoctoral 
researcher

10/2006-09/2010 Fonds voor 
Wetenschappelijk 
Onderzoek [Research 
Foundation 
-Flanders]

Egmontstraat 5, 
B-1000 Brussel, 
Belgium

Maître de 
récherche 
[Master of 
research]

full-time 
postdoctoral 
research

10/2010-09/2014 European Research 
Council

Secretariat to 
the ERC 
Scientific 
Council and the 
ERC Board
Place Rogier 16, 
COV2, Brussels

Principal 
Investigator 
(PI)

full-time 
postdoctoral 
research, team 
leader, manager 
of strategic 
research 
priorities

10/2011-... Institute for 
Advanced Studies on 
Asia, University of 
Tokyo

〒113-0033
東京都文京区
本郷 7-3-1
東京大学東洋
文化研究所

Associate 
professor

full-time 
research and 
teaching position

Courses Taught

•  (lecture, University of Leuven, several years) Modern Japanese History

•  (lecture, University of Leuven, several years) Issues in the Cultural History of 

Modern Japan

•  (lecture, University of Leuven, several years) Asian Economic History and 

contemporary ‘Developmentalism’
•  (lecture, University of Leuven, several years) Grammar of Classical Japanese

•  (graduate seminar, UTokyo (2012)) Reading Barr y Eichengreen’s Golden 

Fetters

•  (graduate seminar, UTokyo (2013)) Reading Reinhart & Rogoff’s This Time is 

Different

•  (graduate seminar, UTokyo (2012-...)) Mindhacks: Organizing Knowledge, 

Resources and Research in the Internet Era
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•  (graduate seminar, UTokyo (2012-...)) Topics in the Modern Economic and 

Financial History of East-Asia

•  (taught at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, 

Geneva; September 2014-December 2014): Peripheral Visions -the Birth and 

Evolution of Japanese Imperialism in Asia, 1850-1937

Language proficiency
• Dutch: Mother tongue

• Japanese: Excellent spoken and written

• English: Excellent spoken and written (Ph.D. dissertation in English)

• French: Excellent spoken, very good written

• German: Very good spoken; moderate written

• Italian: Very good spoken

• contemporary Chinese: good reading

• {Classical Japanese (‘bungo’): very good reading}

• {Classical Chinese: very good reading}

Ph.D. Students
(under completion / funded by ERC Starting Grant)

•  Yukiko Yokohata, “Japanese Attitudes towards Sir Frederic Leith Ross' Plans 

for Monetary Reform in China, 1935”.

Services to the academic community
- Referee work for (in alphabetical order): American Historical Review, British 

Journal of Political Science, Economic Histor y Review, European Review of 

Economic History, Explorations in Economic History, Financial History Review, 

Journal of Economic History, Soziale Systeme, Thesis Eleven, Harvard University 

Press, Palgrave/Macmillan…
- executive editor for the International Journal of Asian Studies (Cambridge UP, 

international peer-reviewed journal) (Included in the Thomson Reuters Journal 

Citation Reports - Arts & Humanities Index)
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- Regular op-eds and contributions to Echoes (Bloomberg’s View economic 

histor y blog at http://www.bloomberg.com/view/echoes/), the Financial 

Times, Berfrois (http://www.berfrois.com/).

Invited Research Stays

-Fudan University, China: February-March 2014

- Graduate Institute for International and Development Studies, Switzerland: 

September-December 2014

-Princeton University: planned for June-July 2015
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(most important publications have been marked with ***)

Articles in international, peer-reviewed journals

***Michae l Sch i l t z , 2011. 'Money on the Road to Empir e ̶Matsukata 

Masayoshi's Choice for Gold Monometallism'. Economic History Review, 

published by Blackwell Publishing, international peer-reviewed journal. [ISI 

Journal Citation Reports® Ranking: 2009: Economics: 103 / 245; History of 

Social Sciences: 2 / 22; Impact Factor: 0.885 ]

Michael Schiltz and Gert Verschraegen, 2007. 'Knowledge as a Global Public 

Good: The Role and Importance of Open Access', Societies Without Borders 2 

(2007) 157–174 (published by Brill Publishers; international, peer-reviewed 

journal).

***Michael Schiltz, 2007. 'Space is the Place -The Laws of Form and Social 

Systems'. In Thesis Eleven: Critical Theory and Historical Sociology, 88 

(Februar y), pp. 8-30. (published by Sage, international peer-reviewed 

journal).

***Michael Schiltz / Fred Truyen / Hans Coppens, 2007. 'Cutting the Trees of 

Knowledge: Social Software, Information Architecture, and Their Epistemic 

Consequences'. In Thesis Eleven: Critical Theory and Historical Sociology 89, 

p. 94-114 (published by Sage, international peer- reviewed journal).

***Michael Schiltz, 2006. 'An ‘ideal bank of issue’ – The Bank of Japan Modelled 

Publication (full list)
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upon the Banque Nationale de Belgique'. Financial History Review 13 (2), 

pp. 179-196 (published by Cambridge University Press, international peer-

reviewed journal). Citations: 17. 

Michael Schiltz / Verschraegen Gert / Magnolo, Stefano. 2006. 'Open Access to 

Knowledge in Wor ld Soc ie ty? ' . In Soz ia l e Sy s t eme 11, 2, pp . 346-369 

(international peer-reviewed journal). Citations: 7. 

Michael Schiltz, 2006. 'Power and the Third Paradox'. In Cybernetics and Human 

Knowing 13, 1, pp. 49-70, international peer-reviewed journal, published by 

Imprint Academic.

Michael Schi l tz , 2005. 権力と第三のパラドックス Kenr yoku to 'da isan no 

paradokkusu'. Seigakuin University General Research Institute Bulletin 33, 

pp. 542-581.

Michael Schiltz, 2003. 'Form and Medium – A Mathematical Reconstruction' In 

Michael Schiltz, Michael Boyden, Jan Van Looy, Gert Verschraegen (eds.), 

I&N Special Issue: Medium Theory.

Online: http://www.imageandnarrative.be/inarchive/mediumtheor y/

michaelschiltz.htm.

Michael Schiltz & Ger t Verschraegen, 2002. 'Spencer-Brown, Luhmann and 

Autology'. Cybernetics and Human Knowing 9, 3: 55-78; international peer-

reviewed journal, published by Imprint Academic.

Reviews

2014. “Mark Metzler, Capital as Will and Imagination: Schumpeter’s Guide to the 

Postwar Japanese Miracle”. American Historical Review 119 (3), pp. 876-877.

2014. “Shizuya Nishimura, Toshio Suzuki, Ranald C. Michie (eds.), The Origins 

of International Banking in Asia: The Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries”. 
Financial History Review / Volume 21 / Issue 02 / August 2014, pp. 220-223.

2011. 'Steven Bryan, The Gold Standard at the Turn of the Twentieth Century: 

Rising Powers, Global Money, and the Age of Empire (Columbia Studies in 
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International and Global History)'. Journal of Economic History, Volume 71 / 

Issue 03 / September 2011, pp. 823-824.

2008. 'Edward S. Miller, Bankrupting the Enemy: The U.S. Financial Siege of 

Japan Before Pearl Harbor (United States Naval Institute, 2007). Financial 

History Review / Volume 15 / Issue 02 / October 2008, pp 263-264.

2008. 'Richard J. Smethurst, From Footsoldier to Finance Minister: Takahashi 

Korekiyo, Japan's Keynes (Har vard University Press, 2007). Economic 

Histor y Ser vices-net (www.eh.net) : http://eh.net/bookreviews/

library/1296.

2007. 'Mark Metzler, Lever of Empire - The International Gold Standard and the 

Crisis of Liberalism in Prewar Japan (Berkeley, 2005)'. Financial History 

Review, Volume 14, Issue 01 (April), pp 117-118, published by Cambridge 

University Press, international peer- reviewed journal.

2001. 'Review: Niklas Luhmanns Denken: Interdisziplinaere Einflusse und 

Wirkungen.' In Tijdschrift voor Filosofie.

2001. 'Review: 'Gibt es eigentlich den Berliner Zoo noch?' Erinnerungen an 

Niklas Luhmann' In Tijdschrift voor Filosofie.

Books by international publishers (monographs), journal editions

***monograph: (August 2012). The Money Doctors from Japan -Imperialism, 

Financial Advice, and the Building of the 'Yen Bloc'. (Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press)).

***monograph (under review). Pivoting in East-Asia: A Network Theoretical 

Histor y of the Early Yokohama Specie Bank, 1893-1908. Manuscript 

completed; several chapters are available upon request. Currently under 

discussion with Springer, for inclusion the series “Studies in Economic 

History”.
international peer-reviewed journal: with Michael Boyden, Jan Van Looy, Gert 

Verschraegen (eds.) (2003), 'I&N Special Issue: Medium Theory'.
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Articles in international, peer-reviewed books

Michael Schiltz, 2009. 'Space is the Place -The Laws of Form and Social Systems', 

pp. 157-178 in Bruce Clarke & Mark B. Hansen, Emergence and Embodiment: 

New Essays in Second-Order Systems Theory (Duke University Press).

Simon Bytheway & Michael Schiltz, 2009. 'The dynamics of Wakon Yosai; The 

Paradoxes and Challenges of financial policy in an industrializing Japan, 

1854-1939', pp. 57-79 in D. Bennett, J. Earnet, M. Tanji (eds.), People, Place 

and Power: Australia and the Asia Pacific (Perth, Black Swan Press).

Michael Schiltz & Raffaele de Giorgi, 2006. 'Was ist moderne Macht?'. In Gerd 

Bender, Rainer Maria Kiesow und Dieter Simon (eds.), Die andere Seite des 

Wirtschaftsrechts -Steuerung in den Diktaturen des 20. Jahrhunderts (Studien 

zur europaeischen Rechtsgeschichte Band 208) (Frankfurt, 2006), pp. 383-

403.

Michael Schiltz. 2005. 'The Bank of Japan Modeled after the Banque Nationale de 

Belgique'. In W.F. Vande Walle (ed.), Japan & Belgium: Four Centuries of 

Exchange . Publ ished by the Commissioner-General of the Belgian 

Government for the 2005 World Exposition, Aichi, Japan. Citations: 2.

Michael Schiltz, 2001. 'Breaking the Boundaries: On Translation and the Concept 

of Society.' In Vande Walle (ed.), Dodonaeus in Japan: Translation and the 

Scientific Mind in Tokugawa Japan. Leuven: Leuven University Press. 

Citations: 1

Michael Schiltz, 2000. '2nd Order Cybernetics and Comprehensive Security.' In 

Radtke, Feddema et al. (eds.), Asian Conceptions of Comprehensive Security 

and Their Implications for Europe. Leiden: Brill Publishers.
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Other Pertinent Publications

OpenCourseware

supervisor of OpenCourseWare, prepared and published in the context of the 

European Research Council Starting grant project:

1) 文語 / Bungo - a grammar of classical Japanese. 158 pages. Prepared by David 

De Cooman (University of Leuven) and copy-edited by Paul Arblaster 

( S c h o o l o f T r a n s l a t i o n S t u d i e s ) . R e l e a s e d i n A p r i l 2014 u n d e r a 

CreativeCommons CA-BY-NC 2.0 License. Available upon request.

2) 和蘭辞典. J a p a n e s e - D u t c h d i c t i o n a r y . A v a i l a b l e a t : h t t p : / /

japansnederlandswoordenboek.org/. Cur rently (as of July 30 2014) 

containing 53,378 entries. Released under a CreativeCommons CA-BY-NC 

2.0 License.

Databases

-“YSB: a comprehensive and annotated database of Yokohama Specie Bank 

Midterm Reports, 1881-1945”, made publicly available on figshare (cf. infra): 

containing several hundred thousand observations on YSB deposits, money 

issuance, flow-of-funds between branches, bills and loans, etc.

See: http://figshare.com/account/projects/2173, or browse with search 

terms “Yokohama Specie Bank” (without brackets)
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Disclosure of archival material

-(2013-2014) supervisor of microfilmed Yokohama Specie Bank Archives (with 

indication of finished batches); this has been made possible by a grant from 

the European Research Council. Approximate cost of batches below: €40,000

-資産凍結関係 (Japan’s financial freeze): 7 reels

-満州１ (Manchuria part 1, 9,389 pages): 9 reels

-Internal Affairs and Communications: : 10 reels

-満洲支店関係 (Manchurian branches): 13 reels

-対金融機関 (relations with correspondents abroad, 7,397 pages): 7 reels

(distributed by Maruzen (http://www.maruzen.co.jp/top/))

Software development - reference management tool

with Andreas Bovens & Ito Eiichi. Responsible for the production of Zotero 

locales Dutch (NL) and Japanese (JA). Zotero is developed at George Mason 

University's Center for History and New Media: 'Zotero [zoh-TAIR-oh] is a 

free, easy-to-use tool to help you collect, organize, cite, and share your 

research sources'. See: http://www.zotero.org/. ]

Other research-related interests

I am an advisor for figshare (www.figshare.com): figshare allows users to upload 

any file format to be made visualisable in the browser so that figures, 

datasets, media, papers, posters, presentat ions and f i lesets can be 

disseminated in a way that the current scholarly publishing model does not 

allow. 
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Figshare has, of now, partnerships with PLOS (Public Library of Science), Taylor 

and Francis, Brill Publishers, Mozilla Science Lab, Github, Nature, and many 

of the world’s leading research universities...


