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Nakai Riken (1732-1817)’s study of Shangshu and
the Sung-Qing scholarship on the subject:
A comparative study

by Takemura Eiji

Nakai Riken was a well-known eighteenth-century Japanese Confucian
belonging to the Kaitokudo, and is usually considered a ‘shushigakusha’.
However, inadequate attention has so far been paid by intellectual historians to
his scholarly excellence in evidential and exegetical elements. His study of
Shangshu in particular exhibits expertise in textual criticism, and, despite the fact
that his access to Chinese Shu studies was limited in his time to the ones up to
the Yuan period, Riken demonstrates a notable quality and originality.

Riken’s work shows both striking parallels with the views of Qing evidential
scholars on Shangshu that were unknown to Riken, and elements that are quite
original to the scholarship of his age in East Asia. He deals not only with the
problems concerning its Old and New Texts, but also with discrepancies among
the variants of the Old Texts, and with the distinction between the ‘original’ and
‘forged’ chapters and the evidential grounds that support the argument. He
denounces the so-called ‘Great Introduction’ (KJ% or fLJ%) as a text that was
‘added’ deliberately after the Eastern Jin (3 %) era by Mei Ze (HFfi). He also
denies the claims that the text of Shangshu was unreadable when it was found in
the wall of Confucius’s residence, and survived only in oral tradition. Most
importantly, he denounced Liu Xin (31$k) of the Former Han as the ‘fabricator’ of
these forged stories, and of Ban Gu (JL[#)’s erroneous and careless quoting of
these Liu Xin's stories ([ KA FiEE 2 H, BILNRIERE EH, MPELRLZ iRz 25
). As Riken points out, it was this [2I# 3 | that started these false stories
concerning the transmission of the Shu texts at its early stage, that resulted in the

spread of the incorrect message that the text was transmitted only orally.
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