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A Story of the Peach Blossom Spring: the Chixinguo
of Feng Zikai

by Kimika ONo

Feng Zikai #7-1% (1898-1975) was a leading Chinese intellectual of the
modern period widely known for works such as Zikai’s Cartoons (Zikai manhua
Y15 M), illustrations in his own distinctive style, and Jottings from the
Yuanyuan Studio (Yuanyuantang suibi #%#% 5 5E), a collection of occasional
essays (suibi). The subject of present article is Chixinguo 7%/.>%, a story in his
only published collection of children’s tales, Boshi jian gui 1= 7. W (1948).

During the war, Feng fled his hometown with ten of his family members and
over the next ten years lived at various places in China. Chixinguo was written
when he was living in Guizhou &, between 1939 and 1942, one of a collection of
nursery tales devised as a means to teach his children the national language.

After the war, the story first appeared in the journal Runyu et (No. 134;
August 1, 1947) and then again in serial form in Yibao 75¥t from July 1, 1950.
Though there are slight differences between the two in details of the story and in
expression, they closely resemble one another in outline. They are a version of
the story of the Peach Blossom Spring (Taohuayuan ji BRAEJFFT) by Tao Yuanming
Fg il - an army officer who found shelter from the bombing in a cave
discovered in its depths a utopia called Chixinguo. However there are great
differences between the two versions in terms of the personality of the
characters, the details of the incident that became the cause to forcibly deport
the officer to the real world and his behavior following that return. These
differences may be thought to emanated from what was taking place between
1947 and 1950.

Chixinguo is a society where people help one another, where mutual respect

is based on mutual dependence. Leaders exist, but their role is based only on



their function and the inhabitants themselves are all completely equal. The form
of organization of this settlement greatly resembles the ideals of the Li Da
Academy 3.3#%[H that Feng set up jointly with Kuang Husheng [EH.4: and
others in 1925. Moreover, there is no distinction between self and others in
Chixinguo, and all share their feelings with one another. This is thought to show
the influence of Kuang Husheng's ideas of the “great unity” (datong KI7]).
Chixinguo continues the utopian theme developed by Tao Yuanming in his
Plum Blossom Spring of 412. For Feng, Chixinguo, like the Peach Blossom
Spring, is usually concealed “within the depths of the spirit”. It is a place only
reached when a person attains a state of non-self. Feng advocated art and religion

as the means by which this state might be reached.



