Revolution Disappeared into the Desert (2)
—Discovering the Revolution of Bedouins in Modern Egypt——

by Hiroshi KATO

At the beginning of the reign of Sa'id (ruled 1854-63), a large scaled
revolt of bedouins against the state broke out. It was led by 'Omar Masri,
shaykh of Jawazi tribe. Jawazi is a tribe which migrated from the
Cyrenaica district of east Libya to Minya and Fayyum Provinces of Egypt
at the beginning of 19th century. 'Omar Masri, leader of this rebellion,
was influential in Minya Province as a settled, big landowner.

This rebellion was so big trouble to Egyptian government of the time
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that 'Omar Masri was called “shaqi” (wretched) and was sought as a
criminal in official documents during the reign of Sa'id. But, he managed
to hide in the Cyrenaica district of east Libya, after successfully eluding
pursuit in the oasis regions in the western desert. He stayed there until
the accessing of Isma'il (ruled 1863-79), the successor to Sa'id, who
proposed reconsiliation between the two.

This rebellion was the turning point in the history of Bedouins with
regard to their relationship to the Egyptian state. After it, no big revolt
was caused by Bedouins. However, it is very curious that the rebellion of
'Omar Masri has been the forgotten and ignored revolt in history,
although it was the biggest revolt by Bedouins against the state in 19
century in Egypt. My previous essay was written to answer the question
why the rebellion of 'Omar Masri has been forgotten.

Anyway, although the uprising and its leader were called rebellion
and “shaq?” (wretched) respectively in the official documents, the uprising
concerned was a lawful objection against the state and its leader, 'Omar

Masri, was a hero for the offspring of 'Omar Masri. They call the uprising



of 'Omar Masri a “revolution”. Masri Kilani, one of grandsons of 'Omar
Masri, is the most active and intellectural member of the offspring who
make efforts to recover the legitimacy of the uprising of 'Omar Masri.

I met him at the early stage of my research on the forgotten
revolution of Bedouins in Modern Egypt, and since the first meeting, he
has been the excellent informant for my research. Regretfully, he passed
away in November of 2006. This is the second essay which is titled
“Revolution Disappeared into the Desert”, and its purpose is to introduce
the career and the works of Masri Kilani who try to discover the rebellion
led by his grandfather.
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