The Theoretical Structure of Confucian Analects

by Yasutomr Ayumu

In this paper I read the text of Confucian Analects from the viewpoint of
“learning” . Here, “learning” means the process of understanding something
which causes the transformation of the self who understands something. If the
process of logical calculation proceeds with the transformation of the self who
performs this logical calculation, it is learning. This self-referential dynamical
process is the core of the theoretical structure of Confucian Analects.

This paper is organized as follows; at first I discuss the concept of knowing
(%) and describe the structure of learning in detail. I show that the famous
Meno’s paradox in Plato’s Meno was solved by Confucius before the birth of
Plato.

From this perspective, I redefine the major concepts of this text such as /&
(zhong), 15 (xin), % (shu), i (i), I (he), [ (tong), & T (junzi), /M A (xiaoren),
1= (ren), etc. Knowing one’s own true feeling is the most important thing for a
man of virtue. I also discuss a book by Herbert Fingarette on Confucius. In the
final section I indicate the similarity between the thoughts of Confucius and M.K.
Gandhi.
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