Chinese Shines in Siam in
Historical Perspective

by Junko Koizumi

On March 15, 1921, the Ministry of Local Government and the Ministry
of Interior of Siam jointly issued the® Ministerial Regulations on Chinese
Shrines (sanchao).” The regulations requested all the Chinese shrines
situated on government land or on land which had been donated to be
registered at the office of the local government and their title deeds to
be made out in the name of the local authorities. Although the Siamese
government legitimized the regulations by explaining their purposes as
to prevent the use of the premises occupied by shrines for illegal purposes
such as gambling and meetings of secret societies and to prevent the misuse
of shine funds for the benefit of the great majority of law-abiding Chinese,
it evoked strong objections from the Chinese in Bangkok, in paritular
those who were foreign subjects under colonial authorities. This article will
examine the background and ramification of these regulations; and by doing
so, 1t will seek a new perspective to place Chinese shrines in the context
of historical changes and dynamisms of overseas Chinese communities in

Siam.
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...the practice in the Ministry of Local Government has been to cause
the name of the temple to be written in the title-deed after that of
the Prefectural Department. This procedure, I am informed, has been
invariably followed and the name of the temple, therefore, appears in

all such title-deeds.
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O Kotsenabodi wa duai thi kuson sathan chanit sanchao pho. so. 2463”0 Krom
Kanpokkhrong, n.a.: 132-135; Sathian Lailak 1935: lem 33, 404-41301 .
goodoodoodoodootdoodoonoooboobooooouoouo
OO0o00doooooooooooooodg
goodoododdootdoooooooooooooooooooooouo
00O NA. R. VI. N. 2/79: Ruang kotsenabodi nakhonban wa duai sanchadl pho.
so.2463 D00 DOODODOODODOODODO 1920210000 NA.R.VI.N. 2/790000O
O0Thi255/2523 000000000 0000000000 DOO0OO0OOOOO0O0O0
O00000000ooo1e0o000o0@monoooooooooooooooon
00 NA. R. VI. N. 2/790 .
O Yo rian phraratchapatibat’ NA. R. VI. N. 2/7901 .
O0Thi86/201500000000000000000000000000O00O0O0O0O0O
00000000000 0D019200 000 00 NA. R. VL. N. 2/790 .
O0Th181/3039 0 0000000000 DO0OODOOODOOODODOOOODOOO
O00000000001%920010040 M 000 00O OO Banthuk truat rang
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kotsenabodi wa duai kuson sathan chanit sanchaoll NA. R. VI. N. 2/790 .

O0Thilod/4646 OO DD ODODOOODOOODOOODO OOOODOOODOOODOOOO
0000000000 00DO19200 100260 (11 0 0O Memorandum concerning
the Draft Ministerial Regulations on the places of religious institution, submit-
ted by the Ministry of Local Government,” presented by R. Guyon, September
25, 1920.

O0Thi390/5855 00 000D O0O0O0DDOO0O0DOO0O0OOOO0OOOO0ODODOOOOO
O000000000D019210 00 120 [ NA. R. VI. N. 2/7911

1000 000000000000000000000o0o0o0oO0O0DbOO0NA.R. VL N.
25. 1/1: Nai Hong Hi Tanwetchakun kap phuak thun klao thawai dika kho phra-
maha karuna prot klao tang hai Phraya Chodukratchasetthi pen phu pokkhrong
sanchao Hok Liap Kengl pho. so. 2461-2462(0 0 0 NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1720 00 O

110 Thi 3/513 0 O O O O O Palat thunchalong, Krasuang Nakhonban(0 0 O 0O O
00000000000 00D000D00191700 0260 0 NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1/10.

1200000000000000000000Samnao kham phiphaksa san phaeng
sanam sathit yuttitham] 19170 00 0 110 0 NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1/10 .

130 Kham phiphaksa san utthon sanam sathit yuttitham krungthepd 19170 100
150 M NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1/10..

140 Kham phiphaksa dika thi 10641 191901 1200 00 0 [1J NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1/100 .

1500 Kham phiphaksa san phaeng sanam sathit yuttitham(] 19170 1100 270 0 NA.
R. VI. N. 25. 1/100 .

160001981:130 0000018720 000000000000 OO0ODODO19120000
oooooooooooon

170 0000000000000 0ODOO0ODODOOKham phiphaksa san utthon
sanam sathit yuttitham krungthegd 19180 00 0 O O 0 NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1/100 .

180 Kham phiphaksa thi 144000 192000 00 (0 280 I NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1/100 .

190 0 0 Dikal 19200 0O 0 300 [1J NA. R. VI. N. 25. 1/100 .

2000 0000000000000 0000D0D0OODODODONA. KT. 24/7:
Phuthaen nana prathet song ruangrao chin nai bangkhap rong khatkhan
kotsenabodi ruang sanchadl pho. so. 24640 246611 [0 0 NA. KT. 24/700 O O O NA.
R.VI. N.1/46: Dika Luang Phakdi-phatthrakon kap phuak kho hai loek kotsena-
bodi wa duai thi kuson sathan chanit sanchaoll pho. so. 246411 0 0 NA. R.VL.
N.1/460 0 0O O
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2200 Thi 54/497, 19220 00 00 2300 NA. KT. 24/70 .

2300 No. 335. From Huber to Prince Devawongse, March 4, 1922; Chabap thi 21410,
chin mi chu 23 khon thung thut wilanda, March 4, 19227 NA. KT. 24/70 .

240 Samnao th171/20008 0 0 0 0000000 DODODOODOOOODOOODOODO1922
0 0O 0100 10 NA. KT. 24/701

2500 Copy No. 15/21726. From Geffredo Bovo to Prince Devawongse, March 17, 1922
O NA. KT. 24/70 .

2600 Chabap thi 21727, 19220 0 0 220 O NA. KT. 24/70 .

270 Samnao thi 7421747 0 000000000000 OOOOO0ODOOO0OODO1922
000210 I NA. KT. 24/70 .

2800 Copy No. 248/22120. From J. Crosby to Prince Traidos Prabandhu, March 25,
19227 NA. KT. 24/701 .

2900 Samnao thi 22121, 192200 0 O 1700 NA. KT. 24/70 .

p000000000000000000000D00D00O0DO19220 00270 00 NA.
KT. 24/70 .

J0Thi /10 0000000000000 00O000DOO0OO0DO0OD0DO192200000
0 O; Banchi sopsuan khon nai bangkhap holanda; Banchi sopsuan khon nai
bangkhap potuket ; Thi 199/603601 19221 20 220 1] Thi 54/49711 19221 300 2300 O
ONA. KT.24/70. 00 0000000000000 0O0OOO0O0OOO0OOO0OOOO0
gotboobooouooooooooboooboooooooouoooooood
0000000oo0oobOoooooooooOoobOoooooooooDon

3200 Chabap thi 973. From Prince Devawongse to Dr. James, April 21, 1922; Thi
/414 0000000000000 00D00O0O000O000D0O0DO0000O0O19220
0 0120 O ; Chabap thi 7/1271. From Devawongse to P.J. Schmidt. April 25, 1922;
Chabap thi 3/1272. From Devawongse to Goffredo Bovo, April 25, 1922; Chabap
12/1312. From Prince Traidos to Mr. Crosby, April 26, 1922.00 NA. KT. 24/70

330 Chabap thi 10/2124. From Fern Pila to Prince Devawongse, May 6, 1922(]1 NA.
KT. 24/70 .
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340 Chabap thi 2125, 192200 0 00O NA. KT. 24/70
3B0Thi 82223 000000000 OO0OO0OOOOOO0OOOOOOO0192200000
O 0 NA. KT. 24/70 .
3600 From J.Crosby to Prince Traidos, June 12, 19227 NA. KT. 24/70 .
370 Chabap thi 4227, 19220 00 0 00O
380Thi14/4534 000000000000 0O0O0O0OOOO0OO0ODOOOO02922000O
1600 I NA. KT. 24/70 .
90Thiz26/2079 0 000000000 0OO0O0OO0OO0ODOOOODOOO0OO19220 00
270 I NA. KT. 24/70 .
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