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An opera troupe normally travelled in a pair of Red Boats, known as Jifi (Heaven Boat) and i (Earth Boat)
respectively; later, when scenery began to be used and the wealthier players began to use their own private cos-
tumes (and also when women began to join the troupes) a third boat was commonly added: the: waak-teng [
(picture boat, or scenery boat). The FKff and Hifff are said to have been 80 Chinese feet (R) in overall length
and 10 Chinese feet wide. The waak-t’eng was smaller, and seems to have had no special features to distinguish it
from most of the other medium-sized river boats of its day; it was not usually called a “Red Boat”.
Q EEHKE [Origin of the “Red Boat” Treated by Prof. B. E. Ward] (] R<e) o i 5" Barbara Ward e
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