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@ SECRET SOCIETY WARFARE

® SCENE OF FIGHTING

Penang, August 3 rd-8 éclock this morning marked the outbreak
of heavy fighting between two rival secret societies-the Toh-Peh-Kong
and Red Flag Societies, and the Ghee Hin and White Flag Societies.
Reinforcements from their supporters came steadily from Province
Wellesley and Puket in South Thailand. The Ghee Hins have their
stronghold at Chulia Street, while the Toh-Peh-Kongs come mainly
from Beach Street. Barely 100 yards separate the two rival societies.
Main centres of fighting in Georgetown include Beach Street-Chulia
Street junction, Ujong Pasir, Prangin Road, Acheen Street and
Armenian Street, where the Toh-Peh-Kongs, Ghee Hins, Red Flags
and White Flags have their headquarters.

The riot was a horrible scene of slaughter and violence. Every
conceivable kind of weapon, from sticks and stones, to muskets and
cannon, were used. Bullets, cannonballs, petards whizzed about in all
directions, killing scores of secret society members. These members
are tough people, fierce shrieks for blood and vengeance poured from
their lips. Sweat gleamed on their faces caked with dust, and on
their brown bodies as they faced their antagonists. Their voices rose
above the thundering of guns, blazing muskets, and booming cannon.
Some men, braver than others attempted to charge the rival camp,
only to drop onto the road, as bullets struck them.

© PERPLEXED LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

The fighting continued for the next few hours, disrupting the
peace of Penang. Meanwhile, the Lieutenant Governor of Penang,
Achibald E. H. Anson, on receiving news of the street-fighting, im-
mediately erected barricades of carts, timber and any available material,
at strategic points, to prevent one of the opposition parties from
making attacks upon the other in that area. These barricades are



being defended by sepoys and special constables.

Colonel Anson who arrived to take over the Penang Goverment
as Lieutenant-Governor only in June this year, a few weeks before
the riot. He has contested his perplexity over the present crisis facing
him and the maze of Malay, Chinese and Hindu names which were

brought to his attention.

© DIFFICULTIES

Rumours that the Chinese have threatened to blow up the civil
powder magazine and are propounding to attack some public buildings,
have reached the Lieutenant-Governor. More armed volunteers and
police will be needed to defend these places. As it is, the police and
military forces in Penang are inadequate, consisting of only 500 rifle-
men and 40 gunners; after the deployment of some to the Nicobar
Islands, only 170 are now left. The insufficient troops to deal with
the riot, have added to the Lieutenaut-Governor’s difficulties. Thus,
he has been compelled to withdraw all of the police and military
garrisons from the outlying country areas, and to concentrate all of
his small battalion, including every able bodied European and Eurasian
residents in the region around the lower part of Beach Street and
the streets leading to it.

® RELATIVE STRENGTH

The Red Flag Society of Malays, allying with the Toh-Peh-Kong
Society, make their total strength 7,500. The Ghee Hin Society and
their supporters, the White Flag Society, consisting mainly of Malays
total 28,000. Clearly, the force of Lieutenant-Governor Anson can
never control 35, 000 riotous men.

The Toh-Peh-Kong and Red Flag Faction consisting of 7,500
members, is comparatively small but they have the advantage of more
firearms and such like equipment, these being supplied by firearm
dealers of Penang, who are, most of them, Toh-Peh-Kong members.

The clash today will apparently be the signal for inevitable
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violence and fighting to break out in Jelutong, Tanjong Tokong,
Balik Pulau, Sungei Nibong and Batu Lanchang, since members of
the combating secret societies live in opon hostility in these small
rural villages. The heavy fighting and inimical behaviour towards
each society, show that the riot will not stop for some time to come,
unless Lieutenant-Governor Anson receives reinforcements soon, or
unless he is able to come to terms with the societies and negotiate
a peace.

(For an account of the causes of the riot, see Editorial, page. 2)

© IDENTIFICATION
PARADE

Toh-Peh-Kong Society-group of Chinese of the Hokkien and
Hakka dialects. Small collection of members, prominent and prospe-
rous, monopolizing the firearms trade and opium trade. Headquarters
of the society is in Canon Square. Khoo Thian Teik is the boss of
the Toh-Peh-Kong. His residence is in ‘Beach Street.

Ghee Hin Society-group of Chinese of the Cantonese dialect.
Large society of the working class, working as pirates, fishermen and
labourers. Its headquarters is situated in Church Street. The head-

man is Lee Coyn.

White Flag Society-allied with the Ghee Hin Society. It consists
of Malay members living around the Hutton Lane area, Tanjong
Tokong and Macalister Road. Its leader is Tuan Chee. Its major
policy is for a member to help his neighbours in time of his neigh-
bour’s death if the deceased is a poor man and defray his funeral
expenses. Should a member not attend, he would be mulcted in
twice the amount of the share of the expenses. There name is
derived from the white banner they carry.

Red Flag Society-another group of Malays teaming with the Toh-
Peh-Kongs. The leader is Che Long and the area inhabited by the



Red Flag members is Acheen Street.
® Rewards For Heads!!

When a Toh-Peh-Kong’s head is taken, the executioner receives
twelve dollars to twenty dollars head money. On the other hand, no
reward is offered in the Toh-Peh-Kong Society for bringing any head
of a Ghee Hin. :

@ Safe Hiding Place

Leonard F. Fledges, sub-inspector of police, demanded to check
the Toh-Peh-Kong Kongsi books from the secretary, Peng Kwa.
Fledges was surprised to see him suspiciously drawing water cautio-
usly from a well. He immediately investigated and found two old

casks and a number of books secretly buried near the well,

@© Footnotes on the Receipt

This is a sample of a receipt issued to members of the Ghee Hin
Society, Penang. Note the triangle in the lower section of the receipt.
This is a symbol of the Triad Society, the parent body from which
the Ghee Hin and the Hai San Societies originated.

@ INTERESTING OATH CEREMONY
GIVEN BY WITNESSES
(GHEE HIN)

When a new member joins the Ghee Hin Society he has to go
through a traditional oath taking ceremony before being considered
one of its members. Entrance fees of $1.60 and $3.60 are paid by
a Kling (Indian) member and a Chinese member respectively.

The new member has to be taken into the Society Lodge, passing
through four doors successively; certain questions will be asked and
answered at each door where two guards are stationed. At the four
doors the newcomer will be asked: —

Q. Where do you come from?
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From the East.

For what do you come here?

I come here to meet our brethren.

If the brethren eat rice, mixed with sand, will you also eat it?
Yes, 1 will '

door-keepers will then show a broad bladed sword and ask: —
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Do you know what this is?

A knife.

What can it do?

With it we can fight our enemies or rivals.

Is this knife stronger than your neck?

>0o >0 >0

My neck is stronger.

The newcomer will be told what answers to make. After this he
will be allowed to enter. The Secretary will then stand on a table
with a man standing on the ground in front of him beside a tub of
water. The newly enrolled member has to prick his third finger of
the left hand with a needle and the blood that trickles is allowed to
drop into the tub of water. After this the New member is made to
pass under another and higher table, behind the one on which the
Secretary stands, and upon which there is a joss stick; here a man
will give the New member three cents.

On receiving the three cents, he will be told to go to a small
charcoal fire at the back and step over it, the left foot first. Nearby
there are three square blocks of granite on which he will be made
to step with the left and right foot alternately. After passing these
blocks, he will come to a man who keeps a kind of shop. The three
cents have to be givén to him in return for cigarettes, sireh leaves
and sweetmeats.

Then he will be led in front of the table with the joss stick on
it. ‘Then he will go to a back room, return to the table where the
Secretary is standing dressed like a Chinese priest, and kneel down.
The Secretary then reads from numerous folds of red paper for two
hours. After the reading a fowl’s head is cut off and the Secretary



burns the papers he has read. When the fowl’s head is cutt off the
member is told he must come immediately when called by the Secre-
tary, when he is asked to subscribe money he must do so. He must
attend any marriage or funeral if called upon to do so. At any time
his assistance is required he must go at once and when called upon
to fight he must respond immediately. If he disobeys the above
Rules he will meet the fate of the decapitated fowl.

Two months later he will receive a receipt for his entrance fee and

a “Poonchee”-Ticket of Membership.

«—(Sample of a ticket of membership shown by arrow)

® ROBBERY
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@® EDITORIAL

® OUTBREAK

Yesterday’s riot at 8 a.m, in the Armenian Street and Church
Street areas certainly gives food for thought. This is not the first
time such incidents have occurred in Penang, but yesterday’s riot
was by far the most serious because it involved the Malay Secret
Societies-the Ghee Hin and Malay White Flag Societies against the
Toh-Peh-Kong and Malay Red Flag Societies.

© ORIGIN

All Chinese Secret Societies originated from the Triad Society
(Heaven, Earth and Man) formed in the 18th Century with the
political purpose of overthrowing the Manchu Rulers. In the 19th
Century Chinese emigrants took with them their traditions and
organizations of their societies wherever they settled overseas. Those
in the southern provinces, lured by the prospects of tin and rubber,
emigrated to Malaya with the earlist headquarters in Penang or
Singapore. The emigrants spoke different dialects so rival groups

tH

flourished into “hoeys” or societies for mutual aid and protection.
The Ghee Hin Society comprises of Cantonese and the Toh-Peh-Kong
consists of Hokkiens and Hakkas.

The Red Flag and White Flag Societies were established as
religious groups to assist its members in funerals, marriages, etc. Of
late years the religious matters have been neglected and they have

teamed up with the Chinese Secret Societies.

® ROOT CAUSES OF RIOT

Through these years, secret societies have thrived and it seems
strange that the Government has not realised the full consequences
of such organizations. The lax attitude of the Government is partly

responsible because no regulations have ever been passed proscribing
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secret societies. The fact seems to point towards the inefficiency of
the Government, its ignorance of the Chinese, their language, customs
and organizations. The Governor Sir Harry Ord, and the Lietuenant
Governor, Colonel Anson were only appointed on 1st April and 8th
June of this year respectively. These men, so completely new to the
colony, can not be expected to deal with local conditions suitably.
The lack of an efficient police force, consisting of Indians, Sikhs
and Malays with only one or two Chinese, is another factor which
points to the inefficiency of the Government. We should have more
Chinese policemen so that we will have some knowledge of what the
Chinese Secret Societies are up to. That such a police force should
be expected to maintain law and order in a country whose popu-
lation is mostly Chinese is clearly an obvious point. This “couldn’t
care less” attitude of the Government can only lead to one result.
Left to their own devices, the Chinese Secret  Societies have built up
their own system of mutual aid and protection with a strong hold
over the Chinese population. They have developed into rival groups
of extortionists and have become a public menace in open defiance
of Government authority. Indeed, the frequent out-breaks of gang
warfare, the strained relations of which can only be released through
one outlet-riot, show only too clearly the failure of the Government

in establishing a strong hand over its Chinese subjects.

® IMMEDIATE CAUSES

Yesterday’s riot can be traced to the strugg-le for power between
the Ghee Hins and Toh-Peh-Kongs. The aim of the Toh-Peh-Kong
headman, Khoo Thian Teik, is to gain ascendency over his rival,
Lee Coyne, leader of the Ghee Hins.

The murder of a Red Flag diamond merchant after the Muharram
(Muslim festival held annually) this year, caused conflict between the
two Malay societies, which was taken up by their allied Chinese
secret societies leading to assaults and quarrels.

In the beginning of July, a Toh-Peh-Kong Chinese was looking



into the compound of a'Red Flag Malay through a fence, when the
inhabitant insulted him by throwing a rambutan skin at him and
calling him a.thief. He retreated and returned with his cronies and
a fight ensued until the Chinese were driven back to their Society
Lodge where their sign-board was struck by astone. The Toh-Peh-
Kongs came out in force with firearms but the police intervened and

a temporary truce was called.

But the final spark came when Khoo Thian Teik accused the
Ghee Hin and White Flag Malays of stealing some cloth belonging
to some Toh-Peh-Kong dyers. There seems to be no basis of truth
in this charge and the suspicion is that the Toh-Peh-Kongs with to
use this as a “casus belli”, since they have been preparing for a
showdown with its rival. The assaults in several parts of the town

have resulted in death and bloodshed.
® DEMAND FOR INQUIRY

Now that this tragedy has happened, we demand that the Gov-
ernment should set up an enquiry without delay. It is the duty of the
Government to do all in its power to safeguard the lives of its citizens

by taking steps which will prevent a similar outbreak in the future.

©@ IS THIS A BOOK-WORM AT WORK ?

A hollowed out book becomes a highly effective method of con-
cealing a pistol. The Toh-Peh-Kong Society uses this plan because

a book is inconspicuous and portable.

@ Kuan Kung, Chinese God of War Patron, Patron Diety of
Chinese Secret Societies in Malaya (including Penang)

(He was a famous Chinese General who always won his wars.)
@ Plan of Ghee Hin

@-2 SECRET SOCIETY HEADQUARTERS
The Ghee Hin Headquarters in Church Street is a very enclosed
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building such that once an enemy enters it he can never come out
alive. He will be chased to a high-walled courtyard where he will
be beheaded and his body thrown into a well. Note: the only
entrance into the building is very narrow.

® STOP-PRESS'!

The report, made by Mr. Khoo Thian Teik, headman of the
Toh-Peh-Kong Society, that the Ghee Hin Chinese stole some dyed
cloth belonging to some members of his society as published previ-

ously, is now revealed as a trumped-up story.

O EXECUTION?

A few convicts were besieged by a large group of Chinese near
a saw-mill in Jelutong. The Chinese were Ghee Hins who mistook
the convicts for members of the rival gang, the Toh-Peh-Kong.
Hearing their shouts for help, Charles Edward Anderson ran to
their assistance and warned the Ghee Hins that these convicts were
Government men, and that they had better allow them to pass
unmolested. The Ghee Hins after much discussion obeyed the order.

On reaching the saw-mill, after a thorough search, the Ghee
Hins found five corpses believed to be the members of the rival
Toh-Peh-Kongs. Three were headless and two severed heads were

found, (one unrecognisable) alongside the bodies.

® Boom in Coffins

There is now a big sale in coffins! Alter the warfare between
the rival secret societies, the Ghee Hin and the Toh-Peh-Kong, reliable
sources have revealed that many members have been fatally wounded.
A Chinese carpenter (Ghee Hin) formally employed in the Convict
Establishment led Charles Edward Anderson, overseer in the Convict
Establishment, to the Kongsi House in Church Street. On the lower

floor, carpenters were busily constructing mass-produced coffins. Many



occupied coffins lined the front of Pitt Street Temple this evening.

® Fiery “Reception”
For Khoo

Well known Toh-Peh-Kong leader Khoo Thian Teik, on his
return from a kongsi meeting was greeted with showers of ashes,
the remains of his house. It is estimated that about a few hundred
dollars worth of property have been looted and destroyed. Several
Malays were detained by the police.

© PROCLAMATION

® TRANSLATION

At the time when the Jews were trying to make people disbelieve
in Muhammad came the Message of God:

“Those, who make others disloyal to Prophet Muhammad and
make them swear falsely, will get the wrath, not the love of God on
the Day of Judgement and they will suffer terribly”.

I, Omar bin Bashirah Al’Khaldi, have received an order from
the Governer of Penang forbidding all Muslims, Arabs, Kelings,
Bengalis and others to join the Chinese Secret Societies because it is
evil. It causes trouble and murder and the country is in disorder
and the people live in fear. So those who are not members of the
Secret Societies are asked to swear to be loyal to the ruler of the
country. They are not to disobey (the) law. If they do so they are
going against God and against their king. They will suffer in the
world as a result of God’s punishment. Therefore they must swear
with all their heart and soul not to join any Chinese Secret Society
and to be loyal and helpful to the ruler when there is trouble:

Muslims who join any Chinese Secret Society are disloyal Muslims

and they are no longer Muslims for several reasons:
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1. They are willing to leave and forsake their parents and relatives
because they are so loyal and faithful to the Secret Society. This is
against the teachings of Islam as mentioned in the Holy Koran.

2. Before being members, they swear by drinking blood and wine.
Islam forbids this.

3. They are so loyal to the Secret Society that they are prepared
to give all they have, including their lives, for the sake of victory
and glory. This is against the teachings of Islam.

An unfaithful Muslim who does not repent cannot be buried
amongst Muslims when he dies and he cannot be bathed and put in
the coffin as done to other Muslim corpses. His property can only
be returned to him when he becomes a faithful Muslim again. When
he is alive other Muslims cannot go to his feasts and marriages of
his descendants and when he dies they cannot visit his house and
cannot visit him often when he is ill. He cannot join the mosque

congregation unless he repents.

H1—F&
1. Adminstration centre ® Church St.
2. St. George’s church © China St.
3. Ghee Hin headquarters ® * Ujiong Pasir
4, Captain Kling mosque ® Chulia St.
5. Toh Peh Kong headquarters ® Armenian St.
6. Khoo Kongsi @ Acheen St.
7. Acheen street mosque @ Pitt St.
@ Beach St. @® Prangin Rd.
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