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Gufuku-ji (Kawara-dera, JI|JE2) was established in Asuka (FRE, &
B) in the reign of Tenji (F%&4], 662-672) as a national temple. Since
the 9th century Gufuku-ji had been declining to ask for the help of
Tou-ji (F, 3#), which, one of the leading temples of Shingon-shuu
(EE5%), was established in 799. On the other hand, Tou-ji wanted to
expand its sphere of influence by acquiring branch temples. Finally
Gufuku-ji became a branch temple of Tou-ji by the late 11th century.
The chief priest of Tou-ji (Ji%FE#) ruled Gufuku-ji and intended to
utilize its manors. For that porpose, Tou-ji got the documents of Gu-
fuku-ji (BL#EZHrE), and has preserved them till now. Therefore the
documents of Tou-ji (FFHrE) contain those of Gufuku-ji and other
Gufuku-ji related documents, which amount to forty-eight pieces. Many
of them are the documents of manors. For example, the inventory of
manors in 709, the terriers of the manors in Yamashiro (1U¥%), Oumi
GE{L) and Owari (J#E), and the map of the manor in Sanuki Yamada
GEFEILEEBEK) in 735. It is generally thought that manors of ancient
Japan broke out in the middle of the 8th century as a result of gradual
decline of national landownership. However some of the manors of Gu-
fuku-ji had been already established by the end of the 7th century or
by the biginning of the 8th century. We are now prepared to study
more about manors in these periods with the documents of Gufuku-ji.





