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In 1834 two short stories appcared, The Queen of Spa-
des, by Pushkin, and The Cloak, by Gogol. The first was
a finishing-off of the old, outgoing style of romanticism,
the other was the beginning of the new, the characte-
ristically Russian style.
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Because The Cloak for the flrst time strikes that truly
Russian note of deep sympathy with the disinherited.
It is not yet wholly free from artificiality, and so is not
yet typical of the purely realistic fiction that reached
its perfected development in Turgenev and Tolstoy.
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“We are all dcscended from Gogol's Cloak,” said a
Russian writer. And Dostoyevsky’s novel, Peor People,
which appeared ten years later, is, in a way, merely an
extension of Gogol's shorter tale.
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Following as a corollary from the love and pity for
mankind that make a leading element in Russian liera-
ture, is a passionate search for the means of improving
the lot of humanity, a fervent attachment to social ideas
and ideals. A Russian author is more ardently devoted
to a cause than an American short-story writer to a
plot. This, in turn, is but a reflection of the spirit of
the Russian people, especially of the intellectuals.
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The Russians take literature perhaps more seriously
than any othan nation. To them books are not a mere
diversion. They demand that fiction and poetry be a true
mirror of life and be of service to life. A Russian au-
thor, to achieve the highest recognition, must be a
thinker also. He need not necessarily be a finished
artist. Everything is subordinated to two main require-
ments—humanitarian ideals and fidelity to life. This is
the secret of the marvellous simplicity of Russian lite-
rary art.
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These qualities are exemplified at their best by Tur-
genev and Tolstoy. They both had a strong social con-
sciousness; they both grappled with the problems of
human welfare; they were both artists in the larger
sense, that is, in their truthful representation of life.
Turgenev was an artist also in the narrower sense—in




E SR Y H I < BERER  (Emancipation of Mankind) —— | a keen appreciation of form. Thoroughly Occidenral in
R ﬂmﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ.ﬁﬂm.uw.ﬁummﬂﬁﬁ%@gmuﬁ.ﬁﬁ his tastes, he sought the regeneration of Russia in radical
ﬁi@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%i%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ%i% progress along the lines of European democracy. Tol-
stoy, on the other hand, sought the salvation of mankind
in a return to the primitive lite and primitive Christian

religion.
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