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Brienyq）eaking，the socio・eCOnOmic historyof modern Egypt fromthe  

mid・nineteenthcenturyischaracterizedbythe usuallyimplicit，but occasio－  

naJlyexplicitconBictbetweenthefollowing twocategoriesoflandlordsboth  

of which emerged from the collapse ofthe soィ：al1edパ1andholding system  

ofstate ownership”in the reignofMubammad（Ali（ruled1805－1848）；  

thefirstistherulingclassofTurkishorigin，arldthesecondis the village  

notables，   

The aimofthisarticleisto analizethebackground ofthelatter’s authori・  

ty，basedonanunpublished doctunent classifiedin the Egyptian National  

Archives（D豆ral－Wath豆〉iqal－Qawm‡ya）as“Ma々dj2そMa（iyaSaniyaTurki，  

carton no．5，document no．300”．This documentis aninvestigation rq）Ort  

from the Ministry of Treasury to the Legislative Committee（Majlis al－  

Ahk豆m），inrespecttothethreelawsuitsagainstthechief（（umda）ofvil】age  

“AbtL＄ineta”inMentiffyaProvinceonhisillegalcon鮎cationofthevi11agers’  

prope正ies．  

Itsdescriptionisso detai1edthatitispossible fromit to reconstruCtthe  

socialstructure and human relationsinthe societyof the above village，and  

to discussthesocial，eCOnOmic andpoJiticalbackgroundofits（umda’sauth0・  

rity，atyPicalviliage notaも1ein the mid・nineteenth century Egypt，Whose  

in8uence extended over thelocalandthe centraladministration as wellas  

the village administration．  
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