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I）uringthe three monthslast year（Sept．－Nov．，1979），We have  

made a preliminarysurvey and tried to select severalplaces and  

times most suitable for the generalinvestigation of Chinese fes－  

tivities which have been handed down among the Chinese people  

SCattered overthe whole area of South－EastAsia．The reportin  

the endwi11cover not only the traditionalfestivities themselves，  

but their relevance to the sponsers（whether they arelinked to－  
gether by clannish，PrOVincial，PrOfessionalor religious ties），  

Which are to be elucidated from historical，ethnological，1iterary  

andlinguistic view－POints・The result of ourinvestigation willbe  
Publishedin four parts．   

The present reportis concerned with the Festivalof Hungry  

Ghostin Singapore andisintended to give a fairidea how and  

Why we have selected the following places and times for ourin－  

VeStigation ofit whichis customally held thereinJuly．Chinese  

residents of Singapore have their origins mostlyin Fujian 福建  

Fuzhou福州，Guangdong広東，Chaozhou潮州，and Hainandao海  

南島，amOngWhomonlythosewhocamefromFujian福建Guang－  

dong広東and Chaozhou潮州are stillholding their festivitiesin  
SOmeSPlendour・Inthecourseofourpreliminarysurvey，Wehada  

rare opportunity of observing the Festivalfrom the beginning  

to the end on Tangjong Pagar Rd，Singapore．It was sponsered  

by FuyiGongjian Pudu 福邑公建普度，the members ofwhich are  

Ofminority group from Fuzhou 福州 and they explained to us  
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minutelyhowitcamedowntothem．Wemanagedto hear directly  

frommainactressofthedramaticcompany，Whotoldushowactors  

（and actresses）used to be and are tr鱒ined for severalroles and  

how they conceived the relation between festivity and theatre・  

They present report mainly consists of these materials we have  

COllected．   

The remalnlng three parts willreport respectively the results  
of ourwork on（II）the festivalandtheatricals on the birthday  
of Gods（especially of Qitian－Dasheng 青天大聖），（ⅠⅠⅠ）those of  

Jiuhuangye九皇爺andtheir relationwith thesponsersin：M二alay－  

sia（inquiries made on Penanglsland），and（IV）the relation  
between the clans and the festivities of their patronizing deites  
in Thai1and．  
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