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The Function of Chinese Suffering-Meaning-Sentence ai da:
From the Viewpoint of Comparison with bei Passive
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Abstract
This paper is intended to provide a new perspective on the Chinese construction involving ai da (% #7),
paying particular attention to the role played by this separable VO structure. This construction, typically
used to express the subject getting beaten by someone else, has primarily been regarded as comparable to
the bei passive (bei da). Although ai da and bei da have a lot in common both grammatically and
semantically, they differ in that ai da construction is active in voice. It is argued that while the bei passive
focuses on the change of state in the patient, the ai da construction, which features a nominalized verb,

portrays the designated event as something that the subject experiences.
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