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Abstract
A survey of civil court judgments in modern Japan showed that in the early Showa period,
judgments written in a colloquial style were mixed in with others written in the then-standard
literary style. The legal realm at that time was somewhat behind ordinary society, and an
analysis of the material used in the present study shows that when calls came for the use of the
colloquial style, it was not easy to make this a reality. This work will describe the pioneering
colloquial style that appeared before the wholesale conversion to the colloquial style that

occurred after the war.
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