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Semantic Extension of “the Source Marker” in Chinese: With
Special Reference to Cases where the Source Marker
Designates the Route

Ruoxi Zheng

madelinecici@gmail.com
Keywords: source, route, motion event, semantic extension

Abstract
The Chinese preposition “M(cong) ", whose primary function is to mark the source of a motion
event, can also often be used to designate a “route”. This paper is intended to elucidate the semantic
relationship between the “source” use and the “route” use of “M(cong) ”. While all previous studies
have tackled this problem by trying to identify what the two uses have in common, [ argue that they
should be viewed as forming a family resemblance category with certain other uses related to either
or both of them in one way or another. A possible mechanism of semantic extension giving rise to

the “means” use of “M(cong) ” is also proposed.
(T LK & FEARFRFEL)
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