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Verbalizing Suffix “-garu” in Aomori-city Dialect
OTSUKI Tomoyo
Keywords: Aomori-city dialect, Tsugaru dialect, verbalizing suffix, “-garu”

Abstract
In this paper, the following two points are reported on the verbalizing suffix “-garu” in Aomori-city
dialect (a subcategory of Tsugaru dialect). First, “-garu” in Aomori-cify dialect can be attached to a wider
range of adjectives, than its counterpart in Standard Japanese. Second, this suffix can increase the valency
of its stem, that is, the experiencer of the original adjective can appear as an argument of the derivational
verb. Moreover, the suffix “-garu” mainly means that an experiencer shows his/ her own feeling with
some motion. This might be preservation of the suffix “-garu”, which had a similar meaning and was

widely used in literature in Middle Standard Japanese (ca. 800-1200).
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