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2% high THBHZE. 1 & h iZFENRETN low & high 28T, ZOBA. BFE1 &LT
B 508, BIER <h> B 1 OBRAICHFETHEER LD,
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(4a) & (4b) TIRL7ZX DT, ZOBEENL <h> 138 AIZ [51] BRI GEE., EIEE
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BfE < . BEORNINRD H SUETIEIRYY,
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ZFREOEE . WMBNLFNRIE, &) 2 [35] L2, BN &) kX
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BERBRLEOBERTHD, TOD, EEMAOERLERICHRIT S, BAICERNK
D8E. FERESAROFELFEOT R B—EI2 [35] L25D, B8N LT3,
LFNREBET DBE. [22] BARETH D, AR L7 8b) 12XV, LA EET S M)
iﬂibta%%ﬁuf%n[&+ﬁﬂji SOEBWEE T, FRICK L, BiE%
DB E. [22] DD 2720, (8a) IZX V| BFIHEDHA. %] IXEIC—>DFENA
%&LTméohn%ﬁ@(%®;5mﬁﬁzkﬁf%&

(9a) # % #Noun# eg # 7% # £ #
(9b) # % Verb # e.g # & #

DEY, &AL 2HD ) 13 B8 8hd TR LY., FEARIISIME
mWEEZLND, ZOFRALMIMEDOEN, ) ORFICBEATWS EHHATE DL

3.4, %1 OWEERMIHEL : KHEDENL

&+ 2db2d NE) X FEZEETIE®REZRTBFATHY . BAMRENkE
FFoTWa EE 2 b, NARE (content word) L =% 5, NWE+EE] 12hd M2 11, =
TERETDHHDOTHY, TAXRY NMIBELIZERTHD LEX b, HAEEE (function
word) L E X5, BEFHYCIZNARED DERERE~OBIERIX, UK LOBMBIN R FITH 5,

FCEET 1T CbBEND, FET) EVWIHIEREZET [T (eg BEETHE NN
BICELZEET)) INFETH D, ETHEW ) ENRBELZRET (T (eg. KT Tk
7ol ) ITEREFETH D, [HEET) EWVIBERMILRETHE WS TEMRERE~DBIE L X
HEEDOBITH D, FEFOHRED 7] LEFED [T) X2 Eh liao [315] & le[0] &%
BEINdzH, BEFBICBITD [T OXHUEEFBRECHLENA TS, LavL, EYEE
D RE+4F) CHD % & TE+EE 1I2H2 [ oFbbh mei [35] EREEN
L7, IFHEFRICRIT D %) OSUEITERMIZIIEN TO2R,

RIRGEIZRWT, mBEE-> &) 1L, £F%GEORE [22] THDH., BFEKOE
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HIRAEICBITD % O bOEFEATENEE X LN D,
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The Tone and Grammaticalization of mei

in the Jixian Dialect of Chinese
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Abstract
The change of mei as a verb to mei as the negation marker of the perfective aspect is considered to
be grammaticalization. In standard Chinese mei does not change phonetically in this process, but in

the Jixian dialect mei as the negation marker of the perfective aspect is phonologically less
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independent than mei as a verb. The yangping tone of the Jixian dialect has three phonetic
possibilities: [35], [55] and [22]. When followed by the qu tone, it is [35]. In other cases, when not
followed by a tone-bearing syllable within the phonological phrase, it is [22] (e.g., hong[22] le[0],
hong[22]), and when followed by a tone-bearing syllable within the phonological phrase, it is [55]
(e.g., hong[55] qi[22]). Mei in the Jixian dialect has the same three phonetic possibilities. Except
when followed by the qu tone, accented mei as a verb is [22] and forms an independent phonological
phrase (e.g., mei[22]#qian[22]#). However, mei as the negation marker of the perfective aspect is

never [22], which means it never forms an independent phonological phrase (e.g., mei[35]lai[22]#).
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