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On the Use of the Sentence-final Utterance Particle "ifl(a)"
in Interrogative Sentences of Modern Chinese:

A Corpus-based Study

WANG Qiong
Keywords: Chinese, Utterance Particles, Sentence-final, Corpus

Abstract
This paper discusses issues related to utterance particles in Modern Chinese. It focuses on one of the
most widely used Class 3 particles "If(a)", paying particular attention to its sentence-final uses in
interrogative sentences.

A preliminary corpus-based study of "M(a)", which indicates skewed frequencies among its
different uses, shows that "WJ(a)" is more likely to occur in interrogative sentences than in
declarative sentences. Among the 3 types of interrogative sentences (wh-questions, alternative
questions and yes-no questions), "f(a)" is most frequently used in wh-questions, whose appropriate
use requires that the addressee have a greater amount of relevant information than in the case of the
other types of questions. Furthermore, it is found that quite a few of the examples of all three types
of questions are rhetorical questions, which are known to be functionally similar to declarative
sentences.

I argue that "M(a)", which is mainly used in casual conversations, serves to indicate that the
speaker believes that the addressee already has some idea about the message conveyed by the
sentence to which it is attached.
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