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On Semantic Changes of the Word "byoN" in Tsugaru
Japanese

OTSUKI Tomoyo
Keywords: Tsugaru Japanese, Epistemic modality, be, byoN, Semantic change, Perspectivization

Abstract

In Tsugaru Japanese, byoN is used as one of the forms of epistemic modality. The form byoN is
said to have originated from the combination of be, which is used in large areas from the Kanto region
to the Tohoku region, and on, which is attached to the end of sentences. In this paper, it is made clear
that byoN went through some semantic change. That is, though byoN was once a polite epistemic modal
that women in urban areas used, it no longer implies politeness, and has a slightly different meaning. In
addition, it is now widely used in many areas and by both men and women. In order to explain the
mechanism of this change, I applied to the particle on the notion of Perspectivization (Dirven 1982),

concluding that the change in on may have affected byoN.
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