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Abstract
The Suzuka dialect of Japanese (Mie Prefecture) shows the following variations of the accent

rules of compound nouns ending in three-mora elements. In the Ino district, compound nouns
in the high-onset (kouki-shiki) group have the kernel (the peak after which the pitch falls) on the
antepenultimate mora (Pattern —3) and some words in the low-onset (teiki-shiki) group have the
kemel on the antepenultimate mora, while the others have it on the penultimate mora (Pattern
—2). In the Tamagaki district, regardless of the groups of the compound nouns, the kemel falls
on the antepenultimate mora in some words, while it falls on the penultimate mora in the others.
The appearance of Pattern —2 implies that the rule of the Kyoto dialect in the Late Heian period
is partially preserved in the Suzuka dialect and we argue that the distribution of the patterns in
the Tamagaki district shows a closer similarity to the rule of the Kyoto dialect in the Heian period

than to that of the Ino district.
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