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Regional Variety of the Verbal Accent System
in Awaji-shima Dialect

NAKAZAWA, Kohei
Keywords: Awaji-shima dialect, accent, simple verbs, compound verbs

Abstract

The present author conducted fieldwork on the accent system of the Awaji-shima dialect in Hyogo
Prefecture as spoken by the older generation, aged of over 60, in 2010-2011. Based on the obtained data,
the accent system of verbs is as follows: (1) the accent system of the Awaji-shima dialect has a lowering
kemnel, as well as 2 types, high-register and low-register, just like the modem Kyoto dialect. (2) Group 2
(classified by Kindaichi word.groups) of the three-mora verbs are generally kemelless in northern
Awaji-shima, while they have a kemel at the initial mora in the rest. (3) Compound verbs are kemelless in
the north (and central) areas of Awaji, while in the south some verbs have a kemel. As to the second and
third points above, the kernelless type in the north agrees with that of the geographically adjacent Kobe
type (or Keihanshin type), while the kerneled type of the south goes with that of the Tokushima-shi
dialect. Thus it seems likely that the Keihanshin type influenced the process of the accentual change in
the north.
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