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The Accent of Compound Nouns Ending in Three-Mora Elements
in the Suzuka Dialect of Japanese (Mie Prefecture)
HIRATA Shu

Keywords: Suzuka dialect of Japanese, compound nouns ending in three-mora elements,
pattern -3, pattern —2

Abstract

The present author conducted fieldwork on the accent of the Suzuka dialect of Japanese in
Suzuka, Mie Prefecture, in the years 2008-2010. Based on the obtained data, the accent rules of
compound nouns ending in three-mora elements in the Suzuka dialect can be summarized as
follows: 1. In the high-onset (kouki-shiki) group, the kernel (the peak after which the pitch falls)
falls on the antepenultimate mora (pattern —3). 2. In the low-onset (teiki-shiki) group, the kernel
falls on the antepenultimate mora in some words, while it falls on the penultimate mora in the
others (pattern —2). The accent of the last element and the special morae (Q, N etc.) therein do not
affect the choice of the accent pattern of the compound nouns. Rule 2. is different from the rule of
the Kyoto dialect and we argue that the rule of the Kyoto dialect in the Heian period is partially
preserved in the Suzuka dialect.
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