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A Social structure of Xiaqgiyuan culture focused on Liuzhuang site

Shinji KUBOTA

The purpose of this study is to clarify the social hierarchy and the group structure of Xiagiyuan culture( F-EH3Z{L),
through Liu Zhuang site( #1585 ) of the report that was published in 2012. In addition, through the comparison with
Erligang perid( — ) and Erlitou culture( ~H 58321k ), to clarify the relative characteristics of the social structure of
Xiaqgiyuan culture.

The cemetery of Liuzhuang site was formed by two groups over three periods. There is a social hierarchical difference in
the Liuzhuang group. Especially, after the second period, the number of burial pottery and its composition also become the
element that indicates the social hierarchy, and widen social hierarchical gap. However, the special burial goods, such as
“Jue(EF) “, “Gui(#) *, “Yue(#X) “, turquoise and jade, is not consistently connected to the social hierarchy. Therefore, so-
cial hierarchical difference is showed by “quantity” and “composition” instead of “quality” of burial goods in the Liuzhuang
site. In addition, social hierarchical gap also exist between two groups. Many high-rank graves distribute in the east side
cemetery, accordingly, I argue that the east side group is in the leading position of the settlement. However, there is no
outstanding position and organized system of social hierarchy, so social structure that existed in Liuzhuang site is not the
mature hierarchical society but the initial stage of hierarchization.

Besides, through the analysis of Mengzhuang site ( #5885 ) and Nancheng site ( i35 ) of Xiagiyuan culture, I clar-
ified that it is possible to apply a social structure of Liu zhuang site to the whole Xiagiyuan culture. After that, Xiagiyuan
culture accept the meaning of special burial goods and bronze production technologies from Erlitou culture with a more
advanced hierarchical structure, and added a new element to the burial customs that lasting from Xiaqiyuan culture. As a

result, the burial system of the Shang culture series( f%% 1k ) is formed.
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