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The changes of site distribution in the Paleolithic
and Incipient Jomon Period in the Japanese Archipelago

Akihiro KOROKU

This paper discusses changes of site distribution in the Paleolithic and Incipient Jomon period using the
information acquired from the database of sites. While the database of Paleolithic and Incipient Jomon sites
in the Japanese archipelago created by Japanese Palaeolithic Research Association has huge information, it
is hard to utilize it for the reason of some problems (for example, the time-axis lacking). In order to solve
these problems, after setting up four periods as the time-axis to the sites included in the database, the density
distribution figure using GIS was created, and comparison during the periods was performed for every sites
concentration area. The areas where sites concentration is seen are Kyushu, Chugoku, Shikoku, Kinki, Chu-
bu, Kanto, Tokai, and Hokkaido, and the result that distribution of sites has the relation to lithic raw material
sources is obtained in many areas. On the other hand, some areas also exist where sites concentrate only at
specific periods. It can be said that site distributions of every period are very characteristic. Although those
changes possibly reflect the difference of raw material use strategy or settlement mobility, by the informations

included in the present database we cannot mention these points.
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